Riots  in  California 


Gov.  Wilson  vetoes  the  California  gay  and  lesbian  rights  law ,  propmpting  violent 
demonstrations  in  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco 


MARC  GELLER 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. — Gov.  Pete  Wilson’s 
unexpected  veto  of  a  long-awaited  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  bill  was  met  with  fury  in 
California,  where  outraged  protesters  trashed 
and  fire-bombed  three  offices  in  a  state  building 
in  San  Francisco  and  broke  the  front  plate  glass 
of  the  federal  building  in  Los  Angeles.  Wilson, 
who  is  considered  a  moderate  Republican, 
announced  Sept.  29 — 17  days  after  he  received 
the  bill  from  the  state  legislature — that  he  would 
veto  AB101,  which  would  have  granted  civil 
rights  protections  to  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the 
workplace. 

Spontaneous  rallies,  protests  and  zaps  sprung 
up  in  both  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  in  the 
days  following  Wilson’s  veto  message,  with 
major  demonstrations  continuing  for  at  least  four 
days,  and  beyond  GCN's  press  time. 

Despite  a  veto  message  explaining  that 
Wilson  believes  in  gay  and  lesbian  rights  on 
principle,  but  felt  that  AB101  was  bad  for 
business,  gay  and  lesbian  activists  soundly 
denounced  Wilson,  vowing  to  prove  that  his  veto 
was  a  political  and  moral  mistake.  “Pete  Wilson 
is  public  enemy  number  one,”  said  Richard  Gray 
of  Queer  Nation/LA.  “The  governor  has  fallen 
and  he  can’t  get  up.” 

“People  think  that  we  don’t  exist,  and  people 
think  we  are  afraid  [but]  we’re  not  afraid.... 
[Lesbians  and  gay  men]  are  not  willing  to  put  up 
with  being  treated  so  badly,”  said  Liz  Friedman, 
a  member  of  Queer  Nation/LA. 


Riots  break  out 

In  San  Francisco,  the  most  dramatic  action 
took  place  Sept.  30  when  a  rally  originating  on 
Castro  St.  built  up  to  a  force  of  5000  to  7000 
strong  by  the  time  it  reached  the  downtown  area. 
Protesters  doused  the  California  state  seal  on  the 
new  state  building  with  red  paint,  then 
proceeded  to  the  old  state  building — where 
Wilson  has  an  office— and,  according  to  several 
accounts,  a  few  hundred  protesters  began  to  riot 
They  reportedly  broke  an  estimated  three 
dozen  windows  and  glass  doors.  "People 
grabbed  police  barricades  and  used  them  as 
battering  rams  against  the  buildings,”  according 
to  Ggreg  Taylor,  a  San  Francisco  activist.  The 
protesters  then  used  the  barricades  as  ladders  to 
climb  up  into  the  first  floor  windows  where  they 
threw  office  equipment  out  the  window  and  set 
fire  to  three  offices.  According  to  Taylor,  the 
crowd  cheered  as  the  building  started  to  bum. 
“You  could  watch  the  flames  going  across  the 
ceiling,”  he  said. 

Damage  to  the  building — including  the 
destruction  of  a  $60,000  stained  glass 
window — was  estimated  at  $250,000.  Police 
made  no  arrests,  but,  according  to  police 
spokesperson  Jerry  Senkir,  police  are  studying 
their  own  videotapes  and  may  use  them  as 
evidence  to  make  future  arrests. 

According  to  reports,  police  had  been 
instructed  not  to  intervene,  as  officials  feared  for 
the  safety  of  police  and  protesters  should  clashes 
occur  between  them.  “Given  the  fury  of  the 
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Disability  group 
says  no  to 
Thompson* 
Kowalski 

WASHINGTON — A  national  disability 
rights  organization  refused  to  file  a  brief  in 
favor  of  Karen  Thompson’s  continued  legal 
battle  to  be  named  guardian  of  Sharon 
Kowalski,  her  brain-damaged  lover,  last 
month.  The  group’s  decision  brings  to  light  a 
current  and  heated  disagreement  between 
lesbian  rights  activists  and  disability  rights 
activists. 

The  National  Association  of  Protection 
and  Advocacy  Systems  (NAPAS),  a  DC- 
based  disability  rights  organization, 
considered  filing  a  brief  on  behalf  of 
Kowalski,  but  decided  against  it  after 
discussions  with  Thompson’s  lawyer. 
NAPAS  director  Curt  Decker  told  GCN  his 
organization  has  been  interested  in 
Kowalski’s  case  for  a  long  time,  but  out  of 
concern  for  her  rights  to  self-determination 
as  a  disabled  individual,  as  opposed  to 
concern  for  the  recognition  of  their  lesbian 
union. 

Decker  challenged  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund — who  is  representing 
Thompson  in  her  appeal  of  a  ruling  naming  a 
third  party  as  Kowalski’s  guardian — because 
Lambda  bypassed  the  question  of  whether 
Kowalski  needs  a  guardian  at  all.  “If  a 
person  is  competent,”  he  said,  “they 
shouldn’t  have  a  guardian,  period.” 

He  added,  however,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  make  the  determination  of 
whether  Kowalski  needs  a  personal  guardian 
and  said  he  did  not  doubt  that  Thompson 
was  the  appropriate  guardian  to  be  appointed 
if  it  was  determined  that  Kowalski  needed 
one. 

The  National  Organization  for  Women 
and  several  other  women’s  rights 
organizations,  along  with  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  groups,  filed  ffiend-of-the-court  briefs 
with  the  Minnesota  Court  of  Appeals  Aug. 
23,  arguing  for  Thompson’s  right  to 
guardianship.  Thompson  has  advocated  for 
Kowalski’s  appropriate  health  care  and 
attempted  to  gain  guardianship  since  1983, 
when  Kowalski  was  injured  in  a  car  accident. 

Paula  Ettelbrick,  director  of  Lambda, 
agreed  that  the  question  of  whether 
Kowalski  needs  a  guardian  is  legitimate,  but 
told  GCN,  “We’re  fighting  for  respect  for  the 
relationship.”  She  added  that  Thompson’s 
“whole  fight  is  to  make  sure  Sharon’s  voice 
is  heard....  Karen  wants  Sharon’s  will  to  be 
respected.  From  Karen’s  perspective,  having 
guardianship  is  that  way  to  see  that 
happens.” 

Although  Kowalski  can  largely 
communicate  her  desires  through  a 
keyboard,  her  short-term  memory  has  been 
severely  damaged.  She  has  repeatedly 
indicated  her  desire  to  live  with  Thompson. 

Decker  said  that  NAPAS  intends  to 
research  the  case  further,  in  the  event  of  a 
future  opportunity  to  file  a  brief  advocating 
for  Kowalski’s  self-guardianship.  Both  sides 
agreed  that  further  discussions  may  bring 
greater  understanding  of  each  other's  views, 
and  Ettelbrick  conceded  that  if  NAPAS  filed 
such  a  brief,  it  “would  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  goals  of  this  case,”  she  said.  “Their 
belief — and  politically  I  think  it  is  the  right 
one — is  that  there’s  too  much  patronizing  of 
disabled  people.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Bowers  at  it  again 
in  Georgia 

ATLANTA — In  a  case  that  could  result  in 
an  important  victory  for  freedom  of  religious 
and  sexual  expression,  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  sued  the  attorney  general  of 
Georgia  Oct.  3  alleging  that  he  improperly 
fired  a  woman  after  learning  of  her  plans  to 
marry  her  female  lover  in  a  Jewish  religious 
ceremony. 

The  lawsuit,  which  was  filed  in  the  U.S. 
District  Court  for  the  Northern  District  of 
Georgia,  charges  that  Attorney  General 
Michael  J.  Bowers  violated  Robin  Shahar’s 
rights  to  religious  freedom,  freedom  of 
association  and  equal  protection  under  the 
United  States  Constitution. 

Shahar  had  been  offered  and  had  accepted 
a  job  as  a  staff  attorney  in  the  Attorney 
General's  office.  On  July  10th,  however,  she 
was  presented  with  a  letter  born  Bowers  in 
which  he  withdrew  his  offer,  saying  that  his 
action  had  become  necessary  after  he  learned 
of  her  "purported  marriage"  to  another 
woman. 

Shahar  and  her  partner  of  five  years  were 
joined  a  private  religious  Jewish  ceremony 
on  July  28.  “After  long  and  careful 
consideration  and  consultation  with  our 
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rabbi,  my  partner  and  I  committed  to  one 
another  as  an  act  of  our  faith,"  Shahar  told 
GCN.  “I  was  stunned  when  Attorney  General 
Bowers  fired  me — even  before  the  ceremony 
had  taken  place — for  my  religious  practices. 

I  know  enough  about  my  religious  freedom 
to  believe  that  my  rights  have  been  violated.” 

Bowers  gained  notoriety  when  he 
successfully  prosecuted  two  men  under 
Georgia  sodomy  statutes  in  the  case  Bowers 
v.  Hardwick  in  a  decision  that  was  upheld  by 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  1986. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

St.  Patrick 
marchers 
excluded  again 

NEW  YORK — Irish  lesbians  and  gay  men 
will  not  march  as  a  group  in  the  St  Patrick’s 
Day  Parade  here  next  March  if  the 
organization  that  has  run  the  parade  for  years 
has  its  way.  The  national  board  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  said  it  was 
embarassed  by  the  publicity  it  received  this 
year  over  whether  to  permit  the  Irish  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Organization  to  march  as  a  group, 
the  New  York  Post  reported. 

However,  sources  say  infighting  in  the 
organization  will  result  in  a  court  battle  over 
control  of  how  the  parade  will  be  run. 

This  past  March,  members  of  the  Irish 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  marched,  but 
not  under  their  own  banner.  Mayor  David 
Dinkins  marched  with  the  group,  drawing 
the  ire  of  anti-gay  onlookers  who  threw  beer 
cans  and  yelled  at  the  mayor  and  the  Irish- 
American  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Members  of  the  Irish  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Organization  vowed  they  would  march  in 
next  year’s  parade  under  their  own  banner. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Mass,  hate  crimes 
law  beefed  up 

BOSTON — Penalties  for  hate  crimes  in 
Massachusetts  will  be  stronger  under  new 
guidelines  announced  by  Gov.  William  Weld 
Sept.  11.  The  new  measure — which  will  also 
help  law  enforcement  officers  to  identify, 
report  and  prosecute  hate  crimes — were 
enacted  in  the  wake  of  a  rash  of  anti-Semitic 
graffiti  in  the  state.  Massachusetts  currently 
acknowledges  explicit  incidences  of  gay 
bashing  as  hate  crimes. 

Robert  Weinerman  of  the  Fenway  Victim 
Recovery  Program  told  GCN  that  these  new 
guidelines  will  help  spread  information  and 
understanding  about  hate  crimes  to  law 
enforcement  officers  throughout  the  state, 
which  may  in  turn  improve  enforcement  of 
such  crimes,  he  hopes.  More  importantly,  he 
said,  the  new  regulations  will  improve 
documentation  of  hate  crimes  and  therefore 
have  a  positive  impact  on  training  police  to 
identify  and  properly  deal  with  such  crimes 
as  gay  bashing.  “Once  we  begin  to  have  real 
numbers  about  how  extensive  hate  crimes 
are,  we  can  lobby  to  have  law  enforcement 
deal  with  them,”  he  said. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Cops  cruise 
queers 

LOS  ANGELES — The  Los  Angeles 
Police  Commission  and  City  Council  has 
ordered  Police  Chief  Daryl  Gates  to  actively 
recruit  gay  men  and  lesbians  as  of  July  9, 
following  up  on  a  City  Council 
recommendation  that  Gates  ignored  earlier 
this  year.  So  far,  the  LAPD  has  recruited  at 
gay  pride  June  22-23  and  at  an  August  West 
Hollywood  festival,  according  to  David 
Smith,  policy  spokesperson  at  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  Center. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

But  in  Cincinnati... 

CINCINNATI — Gay  and  lesbian  activists 
here  are  demanding  their  sheriff’s 
resignation  in  the  wake  of  allegations  that 
PWA  Steven  O’Banion  was  beaten 
(suffering  a  black  eye  and  facial  lacerations) 
and  called  “faggot,  homosexual,  queer”  after 
he  was  arrested  for  jaywalking  and  told  the 
police  he  had  AIDS. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

British  Columbia 
expands  same-sex 
spousal  rights 

VANCOUVER — Same-sex  couples  must 
be  included  in  the  governmental  definition  of 
spouses  in  British  Columbia,  according  to  a 
ruling  handed  down  by  a  Supreme  Court 
Judge  here  Aug.  30.  The  Vanguard  reported 
that  the  ruling  essentially  grants  common- 
law  marriage  status  to  gay  and  lesbian 
couples. 

Timothy  Knodel,  a  nurse  employed  by  the 
government,  filed  a  suit  in  1988  against  his 
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employer,  the  Medical  Services  Plan 
Commission.  In  the  suit,  he  challenged  the 
government’s  decision  that  his  lover  was  not 
a  dependent  spouse  and  therefore  could  not 
receive  medical  coverage.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Anne  Rowles  ruled  that  the  two  men 
“lived  as  husband  and  wife”  and  therefore 
met  the  requirements  of  a  married  couple. 
The  ruling  will  be  binding  throughout  the 
province  unless  the  government  appeals  the 
ruling  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
within  30  days. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Mandatory  testing 
in  Maryland 

BALTIMORE — The  governor  of 
Maryland  plans  to  institute  mandatory  HIV 
testing  of  all  state  health  care  workers,  he 
announced  Sept.  19.  The  public’s  fear  of 
HIV  transmission  from  doctor  to  patient  is 
the  basis  for  his  decision.  Gov.  William 
Donald  Schaeffer  told  the  state  Council  on 
HIV  Prevention  and  Treatment. 

Although  most  of  the  23  panelists  on  the 
council  oppose  mandatory  tests,  several  new 
members — including  the  council  chair — 
seemed  to  support  Schaeffer.  Some  members 
decried  the  costs  of  the  proposed  program, 
which  will  force  health  care  workers  who 
perform  “exposure-prone  procedures”  to  be 
tested  every  six  months.  A  draft  of  the 
governor’s  proposal  is  expected  to  be 
discussed  at  the  council’s  next  meeting  on 
Oct.  7. 

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  Senate  continued  its 
crusade  to  jail  HIV-positive  health  care 
workers  when  a  Senate  panel  heard  the 
testimony  Sept.  26  of  Kimberly  Bergalis,  a 
woman  with  AIDS  who  contracted  HIV 
either  from  a  Florida  dentist  or  from  the 
dentist’s  tools.  Bergalis,  who  is  one  of  five 
people  known  to  have  contracted  HTV  while 
receiving  medical  treatment,  advocated 
mandatory  testing  of  health  care  workers. 

— John  Zeh/Dawn  Schmidt 

Homophobic  Boy 
Scouts  ousted 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  (BSA)  will  be  booted  from  San 
Francisco  public  schools  during  school  time 
because  of  their  anti-gay  policies.  According 
to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  a  resolution  that 
prohibits  sexual  orientation  discrimination 
by  groups  conducting  in-school  programs 
was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  5-1, 
Sept.  13. 

Tom  Ammino,  openly  gay  vice  president 
of  the  board,  proposed  the  action  after  a 
recent  court  case  revealed  that  the  BSA  does 
not  allow  gay  youth  or  adults  to  participate 
in  their  programs  (see  GCN  Vol.  18,  No.  45). 
“The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  discriminate,” 
said  Ammino.  “We  don’t  want  that  kind  of 
educational  indoctrination  in  our  schools.” 

Use  of  school  property  by  the  BSA  for 
after-school  programs  will  not  be  affected  by 
the  resolution,  because  such  activity  is 
presently  governed  by  federal  law. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Light  sentence  for 
gaybashers  decried 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas — Gay,  lesbian 
and  Latino  activists  expressed  outrage  at  the 
light  sentencing  of  a  marine  private  who 
brutally  beat  to  death  a  gay  man  last  year, 
according  to  The  New  Voice. 

Nicolo  Giangrasso  received  a  sentence  of 
10  years’  probation  with  deferred  adjuration, 
allowing  his  guilty  plea  and  related  court 
action  to  be  expunged  from  his  record  if  he 
successfully  completes  probation.  District 
Judge  Terrence  MacDonald  handed  down 
the  sentence. 

Activists  with  Esperanza  Peace  and 
Justice  Center  and  New  Queers  on  the  Block 
decried  the  sentencing,  saying  it  was  the 
result  of  racism  and  homophobia. 
Giangrasso  pleaded  guilty  to  voluntary 
manslaughter,  saying  he  beat  Charles 
Resendez  because  Resendez  made 
“homosexual  advances”  toward  him. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  teenage  skinhead  who 
had  previously  been  found  guilty  in  a  gang 
attack  of  two  gay  men  last  year  was  released 
from  jail  prematurely,  according  to  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter.  The  young  woman,  Mearra 
Spencer,  had  been  in  custody  less  than  a 
month  on  a  sentence  of  six  months  in  jail  and 
500  hours  of  community  service.  Two  adult 
males  found  guilty  in  the  attack  are  currently 
serving  three  year  prison  sentences. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Who’s  on  first? 

SAN  FRANCISCO — “Lesbian  and  Gay 
Day  at  Candlestick  Park"  attracted  more  than 
2500  San  Franciscan  queer  baseball  fans  for 
a  San  Francisco  Giants  vs.  San  Diego  Padres 


game  Sept.  14.  The  event,  a  fundraiser  for 
the  Shanti  Project  of  San  Francisco  (which 
provides  support  services  to  people  with 
HIV/AIDS),  marked  the  first  time  a  major 
league  sports  team  had  welcomed  the 
presence  of  the  lesbian/gay  community  at  a 
game. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

A  failed  bar  exam 

NEW  YORK — The  American  Bar 
Association  rejected  a  request  by  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Association 
for  affiliate  status,  when  its  House  of 
Delegates  voted  194-154  against  the  measure 
last  week,  after  its  Assembly  passed  the 
measure,  the  Southern  Voice  reported. 

—Carrie  Wofford 

FBI  spied  on 
'libbers’  in  the’60s 

ATLANTIC  CITY.  N.J.— Documents 
recently  disclosed  under  the  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  reveal  that  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson  ordered  the  FBI  to  infiltrate  and 
report  on  the  activities  of  the  women  who 
protested  the  Miss  America  pageant  in  1968, 
Knight-Ridder  News  Service  reported. 

A  teletype  the  FBI  sent  to  the  White 
House  on  Sept.  7,  1968,  titled  “Planned 
disruption  of  the  Miss  America  Pageant,” 
was  released  as  part  of  a  43-page  heavily 
censored  report.  Poet  Robin  Morgan,  an 
organizer  of  the  protest  and  the  current 
editor- in-chief-ofMs.  magazine,  said  the  FBI 
may  have  been  interested  in  the  protest 
because  many  of  its  participants  also 
organized  against  the  Vietnam  War. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 


FOR  THE 
ACTIVIST 
IN  YOU 

•  It's  that  time  of  year  again. 

Time  to  clean  out  those  closets, 
and  come  out,  come  out,  wherever 
you  are...  It's  National  Coming  Out 
Day,  Oct.  1 1 ,  our  annual 
celebration  of  being  queer  (or 
being  lesbian  and  gay,  depending 
on  your  politics).  From  Alaska  and 
Hawaii  to  Maine  and  Florida, 
thousands  of  lesbians,  bisexuals, 
and  gay  men  will  be  taking  their 
next  steps  out  of  the  closet. 

Call  the  National  Coming  Out 
Day  office  (505)  982-2558,  or  your 
local  gay  organization  to  find  out 
how  visible  you  can  be  In  one  day. 

•  In  Boston,  openly  gay 
conservative,  Marvin  Liebman  will 
speak  at  Club  Cafe;  bisexual  men 
and  women  will  descend  on 
Fanuell  Hall  for  a  night  of  visibility 
(meet  at  Bostlx,  8  p.m.  or  call 
Sharia  Clos  236-7839);  Brandels 
U.  will  sponsor  a  booth  (and  most 
local  universities  will  hold  parties 
and  lectures);  and  the  organizers 
from  across  the  country  will  plan 
next  year’s  pride  celebrations. 

•Protests  nationwide  against 
Columbus  Day  celebrations,  Oct. 
13.  In  Boston,  all  women  urged  to 
attend  visibility  action  at  Columbus 
Day  parade.  Meet  at  12:15,  Park 
St.  Station,  wear  purple.  Info: 

White  Women  Against  Racism  and 
Violence  Against  Women  (617) 
522-8856. 

•  In  sunny  Calif.,  queer  activists 
will  hold  Creating  Change/West, 
Oct.  17-20,  their  version  of  the 
annual  NGLTF  organizing 
conference. 

•  Protest  Boston's  school 
board’s  decision  not  to  provide 
safe  sex  Info,  and  distribute 
condoms.  Oct.  17,  7  a.m.  at 
Dorchester  High  School.  Info. 

(617)  49ACTUP. 

•  Want  to  run  for  office? 
Candidates  trainings  are  offered 
Oct.  11-13  in  Missouri,  Oct.  25-27 
In  Tenn.  Women  of  color 
candidate  training  In  LA,  Oct.  1 8- 
20.  Call  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  (202)  628-4160. 

— Carrie  Wofford 


AIDS  treatment 


750  protest  Bush 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON — “George  Bush,  you 
can’t  hide,  we  charge  you  with  genocide,” 
chanted  more  than  750  members  of  various 
ACT  UP  chapters  as  they  marched  on  the 
White  House,  Sept.  30.  Led  by  Jeanne  White, 
mother  of  Ryan  White,  the  protesters 
smeared  themselves  with  fake  blood  as  they 
marched  down  Pennsylvania  Ave.  from  the 
National  Archives  to  the  White  House. 

Eighty-three  protesters  chained  themselves 
to  a  fence  and  were  arrested.  The  protest  was 
the  culmination  of  30  days  of  direct  action 
against  Bush,  which  began  with  a  protest  at 
Kennebunkport,  Maine  (See  GCN,  Vol.  19, 
No.  8),  and  included  demonstrations  against 
Bush  in  Philadelphia  (see  GCN,  Vol.  19, 
No.10),  Los  Angeles,  Seattle  and  Portland, 
Oregon.  ACT  UP  members  in  Boston,  Dallas 


and  Minnesota  mailed  obituaries  of  people 
who  died  from  AIDS  to  Barbara  Bush  at  the 
White  House,  and  Los  Angeles  activists  also 
mailed  meat  bones  every  week.  In  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.,  activists  wheat-pasted  a 
billboard  along  the  highway  exit  to  the 
Reagan  ranch  and  local  Republican  club 
signs  with  the  ACT  UP  “Bush  AIDS  flag,” 
which  replaces  the  50  stars  with  50  skulls. 

“We  are  here  asking  for  leadership,”  said 
ACT  UP/NY’s  Jon  Greenberg.  “A  month  ago 
in  Kennebunkport  we  gave  George  Bush  a 
detailed  plan  to  end  the  AIDS  crisis — he  has 
done  nothing.  George  Bush’s  state  troopers 
trampled  our  plan  just  like  the  Congress  and 
the  Supreme  Court  have  trampled  people 
with  AIDS.  If  he  would  even  listen  to  the 
very  AIDS  commission  he  appointed,  the  end 

Continued  on  page  6 


The  corporate 


Gay  and  lesbian  corporate  employees  share  tactics  for 
improving  corporate  policies  toward  sexual  orientation 


By  Charles  R.  Colbert  III 
and  John  Zeh 

NEW  YORK — Corporate  management 
must  include  sexual  orientation  in  its  vision 
of  organizational  diversity,  a  range  of 
speakers  told  business  leaders  at  a  conference 
here  Sept.  20.  Planners  of  the  conference 
raised  the  issue  of  a  gay  and  lesbian 
corporate  agenda  to  address  the  invisibility  of 
gay  and  lesbian  workers  and  also  to  launch  a 
comprehensive  effort  to  eliminate 
homophobic  and  discriminatory  behavior  at 
work,  in  business  and  in  society. 

The  first  national  conference  of  “Invisible 
Diversity:  A  Gay  and  Lesbian  Corporate 
Agenda,”  drew  over  125  executives,  public 
policy  makers,  legal  experts,  consultants  and 
employees  to  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel. 
Sponsors  included  New  York’s  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community  Center,  the  offices  of  the 
city  comptroller  and  mayor,  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  the  Calvert 
Social  Investment  Fund,  Chase  Manhattan 
Bank  and  the  Waldorf. 

The  conference  comes  at  a  time  when 
more  and  more  corporations  are  forced  to 
consider  cultural  diversity  as  part  of 
changing  workplace  demographics. 

“To  successfully  value  and  manage 
diversity,  all  differences  must  be 
recognized — including  the  ‘invisible’ 
differences  of  sexual  orientation-and  for  all 
fear,  ignorance  and  bigotry  must  be 
overcome,”  said  conference  facilitator  Paul 
Hepworth. 

“Companies  may  fall  short  of  100  percent 
productivity  by  ignoring  10  percent  of  their 
workforce,”  added  conference  co-chair 
Michael  Ryan.  “How  a  company  acts  toward 
gay  and  lesbian  employees  sends  a  strong 
message  to  all  employees — that  each 
contributing  individual  really  counts.  Or 
doesn’t.” 

Panels  explored  the  mainstream 
perspectives  of  employees,  consumers  and 
employers.  Many  speakers  identified 
companies  with  both  positive  track  records 
and  openly  homophobic  histories.  Rep. 
Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.)  provided  a  national 
perspective  on  key  issues.  Cheryl 
Summerville,  a  cook  fired  by  Cracker  Barrel 
Old  Country  Store  Restaurants  because  of 
her  sexual  orientation,  was  on  hand  to  outline 
growing  grassroots  opposition  to  corporate 
bigotry.  Earlier  this  year  Cracker  Barrel 
summarily  fired  employees  “whose  sexual 
preferences  fail  to  demonstrate  normal 
heterosexual  values,”  according  to  company 
spokespeople. 

New  York  City,  Holtzman  noted,  is  a 
major  investor  in  corporate  America  through 
its  pension  funds.  “And  if  money  talks,  the 


sound  of  institutional  investors  is  more  like 
the  roar  of  a  crowd,”  she  said. 

As  a  trustee  of  the  multi-billion  dollar 
New  York  City  pension  funds,  Holtzman 
pledged  to  urge  other  pension-fund  trustees 
to  authorize  a  shareholders’  resolution  that 
Cracker  Barrel  implement  a  non¬ 
discrimination  policy  for  sexual  orientation. 

Several  corporate  representatives 
discussed  diversity  in  an  afternoon  session  on 
“Solutions  and  Strategies  for  Working 
Together.”  A  number  of  firms  with  stated 
non-discrimination  policies  also  encourage 
gay  and  lesbian  workers  to  organize.  At 
Digital  Equipment  Corporation  (DEC)  these 
workers  formed  a  group  DECplus,  People 
like  US,  according  to  Kim  Cromwell, 
Digital’s  Diversity  Programs  Manager.  And 
employees  at  U.S.  West  created  EAGLE 
(Employee  Association  for  Gays  and 
Lesbians). 

Desma  Holcomb,  co-author  of  Pride  at 
Work:  Organizing  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  in  Unions,  emphasized  the 
effectiveness  of  grievance  procedures  in 
communicating  company  policy  and 
addressing  gay  and  lesbian  concerns, 
primarily  protection  from  harassment  in  a 
sometimes  “hostile  work  environment”  She 
explained  the  role  of  the  collective 
bargaining  process  as  a  method  for 
advancing  domestic  partner  benefits. 
Holcomb  challenged  employers  and 
employees  to  demand  associated  benefits  for 
gay  and  lesbian  families  such  as  paid 
bereavement  and  sick  leave,  health  insurance 
and  pension  benefits,  consumer  discounts 
and  recreational  facilities,  and  counseling 
benefits. 

Several  panelists  highlighted  the  latest 
legal  developments.  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
Fund  reported  that  laws  now  exist  in  at  least 
78  cities  and/or  counties  in  25  states, 
protecting  gay  men  and  lesbians  against 
employment  discrimination.  In  addition,  four 
states — Connecticut,  Hawaii  (1991), 
Massachusetts  (1989)  and  Wisconsin 
(1982) — and  the  District  of  Columbia  (1977) 
have  enacted  legal  protection  against 
discrimination  in  the  public  and  private 
sectors. 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
presented  results  from  their  April  1991  poll 
which  found  that  69  percent  of  self-identified 
conservative  and  91  percent  of  self-identified 
liberals  believe  that  “homosexuals  should 
have  equal  rights  for  jobs.” 

Tim  McFeeley,  HRCF  executive  director, 
praised  the  “good  networking.”  He  said  “the 
conference  brought  together  a  lot  of 
corporate  people  who  are  doing  [sensitivity 
Continued  on  page  12 


focus  on  actual  AIDS  treatments. 

Whereas  the  first  ATAC  focused  "on  the 
treatments  themselves,  [this  year]  it  was  all 
of  those  things  that  affect  treatment,"  ACT 
UP/Chicago  member  and  national  network 
organizer,  Saundra  Johnson,  described. 

“Part  of  the  difference,"  Garance  Franke- 
Ruta  of  ACT  UP/NY's  Treatment  &  Data 
committee  (T&D)  explained,  "was  that  ... 
each  conference  had  different  people 
participating.  The  first  ATAC  came  [the 
weekend]  before  ACT  UP  became  involved 
in  the  ACTGs"  (AIDS  Clinical  Trial 
Groups — the  government-sponsored  trials  for 
experimental  treatments  of  AIDS),  and 
involved  many  sessions  strategizing  how  to 
influence  scientists  on  very  technical, 
scientific  facts.  In  contrast,  ATAC2  occurred 
the  weekend  before  two  political  actions,  and 
so  drew  fewer  T&D  members,  and  more 
political  activists  with  less  knowledge  of 
treatment  issues,  who  were  interested  in 
"more  discussion  of  tactics." 

This  meant  that  some  sessions,  such  as  that 
on  women's  treatments,  required  time  on 
"AIDS  101,"  as  one  member  put  it. 
Nevertheless,  fruitful  discussions  were  raised 
on  standards  of  care,  on  whether  the  ACTG 
is  salvageable  as  the  central  source  of  drug 
trials,  given  that  it  includes  few  women,  few 
people  of  color,  and  seems  locked  into 
studying  AZT. 

Additionally,  the  people  of  color  caucus 
"was  a  real  empowering  experience,” 
according  to  Saundra  Johnson,  "because  it’s 
real  easy  to  feel  invisible  in  this  whole 
movement  because  there  are  so  few  of  us,” 
she  said.  "It  reinforce[d]  that  we  know  how 
to  get  things  done  and  it's  not  in  the  same 
way  as  the  dominant  culture  [but]  we're 
gonna  do  it  the  way  we  know  how.”  The 
caucus  began  plans  for  a  conference  for 
treatment  activists  of  color  to  be  held  in  six 
months  (with  a  conference  call  Oct.  19  open 
to  any  activists  of  color  who  call  Johnson). 

Other  sessions  discussed  standards  of  care, 
alternative  or  holistic  therapies,  and 
legislation  on  health  care  workers. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Second  AIDS  Treatment  Activist  Conference  raises  strategy 
questions  and  debate  over  when  to  work  inside  the  system 

By  Carrto  Wofford  and 
Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON — Sharing  techniques  and 
grappling  with  sometimes  conflicting 
political  strategies,  approximately  300 
members  of  more  than  30  ACT  UP  chapters 
across  the  country  gathered  in  Washington, 

D.C,  to  attend  the  second  AIDS  Treatment 
Activist  Conference  (ATAC2),  Sept.  27-29. 

The  ATAC  conference  provides  one  of  the 
few  opportunities  AIDS  activists  from 
around  the  country  have  to  share  tactics  and 
strategies. 

ACT  UP  members  shared  information  on 
access  to  treatments  and  health  care  for 
women  and  people  of  color,  discussed 
strategies  on  rulings  by  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  regarding  invasive 
procedures,  and  debated  whether  to  work 
inside  the  system  with  pharmaceutical 
companies  and  Congress. 

Although  the  conference  did  not  represent 
a  formal  decison-making  session  of  the  ACT 
UP  Network,  ACT  UP  members  discussed 
priorities— such  as  whether  to  target  the  1992 
Republican  National  Convention  in  Houston- 
-and  voted  that  the  focus  of  World  AIDS  Day 
1991  demonstrations  (Dec.  1)  would  be 
needle  exchange  prohibitions  and  access  to 
health  care  for  injection  drug  users.  Activists 
also  planned  a  strategy  for  targetting  liberal 
congresspeople  who  vote  for  conservative 
measures. 

In  discussions  of  methods  for  pressuring 
pharmaceutical  companies  to  release 
promising  AIDS  treatment  drugs,  activists 
debated  the  range  of  tactics--from 
confrontational  (such  as  the  take-over  of 
Burroughs  Wellcome's  headquarters  for  the 
price  reduction  in  AZT)  to  nearly  brown¬ 
nosing  (such  as  the  successful  negotiations 
for  566C80  this  summer).  'It  would  disgust 
you  to  know  some  of  the  things  I've  said,” 

ACT  UP/Boston  member  and  566C80 
negotiator  David  Peck  joked  as  he  warned 
those  gathered.  "But  it  worked." 

A  key  difference  from  last  spring's 
conference  was  that  many  participants  were 
new  to  treatment  issues,  and  that  many 
sessions  brought  political  debate,  with  less 

Activists  protest 
inside  Capitol 

system,  which  excludes  many — unemployed 
and  poor  people,  people  of  color,  women, 
children,  people  with  AIDS — from  getting 
the  health  care  they  need  to  live. 

“The  truth  is,  if  a  cure  for  AIDS  was 
found  tonight,  it  would  take  months  for 
people  with  AIDS  to  get  it  under  the  present 
system,”  said  Gunther  Freehill  of  ACT 
UP/LA.  “People  are  dying,  they  don’t  have 
months  to  wait  for  health  care.” 

Police  in  full  riot  gear,  wearing  rubber 
gloves,  helmets  and  carrying  clubs, 
attempted  to  push  protesters  from  Delaware 
Ave.  onto  the  sidewalk.  Shoved  to  the  curb 
and  against  trees,  protesters  chanted,  “You 
can’t  get  AIDS  from  touching  people,  take 
the  gloves  off.”  Police  spokesperson  Dan 
Nichols  justified  the  police  use  of  rubber 
gloves  by  charging  that  protesters  “may  be 
carrying  some  kind  of  toxic  substance  that 
could  bum  the  skin.” 

At  the  Capitol’s  East  Front,  blood 
appeared  to  flow  from  two  fountains,  “an 
indictment  of  government  ineptitude  and 
inaction  in  the  face  of  the  AIDS  epidemic” 
after  protesters  added  dye  to  the  water. 

Political  guerrilla  theater  on  the  Capitol 
steps  included  a  mock  trial  in  which  a 
demonstrator.  Death,  acting  as  judge, 
sentenced  Congressional  foes  of  universal 
health  care  to  prison.  Among  those  accused 
of  spending  too  much  on  defense  and 
representing  insurance  company  profits  were 
Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.),  Rep. 
John  Dingell  (D-Mich.),  Rep.  Norman  Lent 
(R-N.Y.),  Rep.  Dan  Rostenkowski  (D-Ill.), 
Sen.  George  Mitchell  (D-Maine)  and  Sen. 
Robert  Dole  (R-Kans.). 

“There’s  only  one  thing  that  makes  these 
boys  come — Death,"  charged  the  “judge.” 
“They  are  feeling  safe  today,  I  say  we  make 
them  feel  a  little  unsafe.” 

Congress,  the  Federation  of  Health  Care 
workers  and  the  Health  Care  Association  of 
America  were  also  accused  of  blocking 
access  to  public  health  care,  through 
monopolization  and  profiteering.  Twelve 
people  wearing  white  skull  make-up 
portrayed  “the  ungrateful  dead,”  a  jury 
representing  those  who  would  have  been 
Continued  on  page  6 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.— Demanding  that 
Congress  enact  a  plan  for  universal  health 
care,  approximately  450  angry  demonstrators 
marched  on  the  U.S.  Capitol,  Oct.  1. 
Seventy-four  protesters  were  arrested,  some 
as  they  performed  civil  disobedience  within 
the  Capitol,  others  as  they  marched  along 
Independence  Ave.  One  demonstrator 
stormed  the  Senate  floor,  disrupting  the 
session  to  call  for  universal  health  care  and 
an  end  to  the  AIDS  crisis. 

Members  of  the  People  with  Immune 
System  Disorders  (PIS’D)  affinity  group  of 
the  ACT  UP  Network  led  the  march  from 
Union  Station  to  the  Capitol  steps,  chanting 
“We’re  pissed,  and  Congress  does  nothing” 
and  “Health  care  is  a  right,  not  just  for  the 
straight  and  white.” 

“We  are  here  today  to  demand  universal 
health  care  for  all,”  said  Jean  Cracher  of 
ACT  UP/Chicago.  “We  dedicate  this  action 
to  all  those  who  have  suffered  and  died  of  the 
injustices  of  health  care  for  profits.” 

While  the  ACT  UP  Network  does  not 
advocate  a  specific  plan  for  universal  health 
care,  they  demand  a  change  in  the  present 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

Business  Manager 

Responsible  for  financial  management  using  computerized  accounting  system,  for  accounts 
payable  and  receivable,  staff  payroll  and  generating  regular  financial  reports  Perform  general 
office  management  tasks.  Develop  and  maintain  bookstore  sales  and  bookstore  accounts. 
Negotiate  and  maintain  longterm  exchange  advertisement  contracts.  Act  as  one  of  two  staff 
liaisons  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  position  will  work  closely  with  the  development 
coordinator  on  long-range  financial  planning  and  developing  annual  budgets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative  and  financial  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with  non¬ 
profit  management  or  bookkeeping  preferred.  Strong  interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 
Deadline  for  applications:  October  12. 1991 

O 

Development  Coordinator 

Responsible  for  fundraising  including  grant  writing  and  events  planning.  Act  as  liaison  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  Sustainer  Committee.  With  promotions  coordinator,  develop  and 
implement  direct  mail  fundraising  campaigns.  Work  with  business  manager  on  long  term 
financial  planning  Responsible  for  preparing  and  presenting  annual  report.  Position  also 
includes  public  relations  work,  community  outreach  and  coordinating  volunteer  and  intern 
programs. 

Qualifications:  Fundraising  and  grant  writing  experience.  Strong  writing,  organizational  and 
public  relations  skills 

Deadline  for  applications:  October  5. 1991 

Promotions  Coordinator 

Available  December.  Devise  strategies  to  increase  sales  of  GCN  through  subscriptions, 
newsstands,  and  bookstores.  Coordinate  direct  mail  campaigns,  design  and  send  renewal 
notices,  exchange  advertising  VISA  MasterCard  sales  and  other  promotions. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertising,  marketing  and  finances  desirable.  Copy  writing 
ability  and  graphics  design  skills.  Familiarity  with  computers. 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  lesbian, 'gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism.  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective  decision-making. 

Salary  Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $230  week  and  include  health  life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  dental  allowance,  sick  leave  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston. 
MA  02116. 


Unnatural  moralism 

Dear  GCN: 

U.S.  Supreme  Court  nominee  Clarence 
Thomas’  praise  for  the  implicit  use  of  natural 
law  in  judicial  decisions  gives  legal  standing 
to  Catholic  theological  complaints  about 
“unnatural”  sex.  Using  the  pretext  of  natural 
law,  the  Catholic  hierarchy  opposes  birth 
control,  sex  hygiene  items  such  as  condoms, 
sex  education  in  schools,  abortion, 
masturbation  and  homosexuality. 

They  still  believe  virginity  is  best  and  that 
all  sexual  intercourse,  even  within  marriage, 
is  somehow  impure  and  regrettable.  Yet 
celibacy  practiced  by  the  Catholic  hierarchy 
is  just  as  unnatural  as  birth  control. 

In  Asia  2400  years  ago  the  Chinese 
philosopher  Lao-tse  objected  to  roads, 
carriages  and  boats  as  unnatural.  Clothes  are 
contrary  to  nature  yet  make  man  healthier 
than  the  naked  savage  who  goes  without 
clothing. 

Today  we  support  the  idea  of  inherent 
human  rights  but  these  are  quite  different 
from  natural  law.  Since  Judeo-Christianity’s 
basic  cosmological  model  is  essentially 
monarchial,  only  acquired,  and  more 
specifically,  bestowed  rights — which  are 
revocable — can  be  found  in  the  Bible  and 
many  rights  therein  are  ethnic  group-  or 
gender-  based,  as  discussed  in  a  book  written 
by  James  Hall,  Two  Kinds  of  Rights. 

Let’s  not  return  to  the  Dark  Ages  under 
the  rubric  of  natural  law. 

Jim  Senyszyn 
Naugatuck,  Conn. 

Remember  NGTLF 

Dear  GCN: 

America’s  lesbian  and  gay  community  has 
recently  been  dealt  several  defeats  at  the 
hands  of  the  Federal  government.  Like  you,  I 
have  watched  in  dismay  and  disgust  as 
Congressman  William  Dannemeyer  helped 
ban  HIV-positive  travelers  and  immigrants, 
as  Jesse  Helms  championed  mandatory 
testing  of  doctors  and  nurses,  and  as  the 
Defense  Department  continued  to  harass  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  the  military.  We  have 
taken  a  beating  at  the  hands  of  homophobes 
in  Congress  and  the  White  House,  and  it’s 
time  to  fight  back. 

Who  defends  us  against  this  political 
gaybashing  in  the  capital?  WTio  speaks  for 
you  in  Washington?  The  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force.  NGTLF  has  served  you 
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well  by  lobbying  congressmembers  to 
sponsor  the  Federal  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil 
Rights  Bill,  collecting  and  publicizing 
statistics  on  anti-gay  violence,  and  mentoring 
grassroots  activists  through  their  Creating 
Change  conference. 

As  a  longtime  supporter  and  a  recently 
elected  board  member  of  the  Task  Force,  I 
strongly  believe  in  the  need  to  help  the  group 
that  represents  our  interests  to  the  nation. 
There  are  over  20  million  gay  Americans, 
and  only  one  in  one  thousand  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  Task  Force.  I  urge  you  to 
back  NGTLF  with  as  generous  a 
contribution  as  you  can  possibly  give  (send 
to  NGTLF,  1734  14th  St.  NW,  Washington, 
DC  200094309).  I  am  so  confident  that  the 
Task  Force  deserves  our  support  that  I 
pledge  to  match  any  contribution  you  make 
to  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
dollar  for  dollar.  Just  write  or  call  me  and  tell 
me  how  much  you  have  donated,  and  I  will 
send  a  check  for  the  same  amount  to  the 
Task  Force  offices.  I  can  be  reached  at  the 
address  below. 

Don’t  let  Helms  and  Dannemeyer  bash  us 
with  impunity.  Support  the  men  and  women 
who  fight  for  your  rights  every  day,  and  join 
the  Task  Force! 

Warmly, 
Drew  Siegel 
1420  Clayton  St.  Apt.  203 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  552-8382 

Prisoner  off  war 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  an  Amerikan  RO.W.  beginning  my 
fifteenth  year  of  captivity  in  a  Kansas 
concentration  camp.  I  thought  I  would  share 
with  you  my  experiences  in  the  “land  of 
blahs." 

In  1982, 1  was  brutally  raped,  stabbed  and 
beaten  by  two  other  prisoners  at  a  minimum 
security  camp.  Of  course  I  was  immediately 
locked  up  for  my  own  protection  after  my 
release  from  the  hospital.  While  in  solitarily 
confinement,  I  suffered  a  nervous  breakdown 
and  tried  to  kill  myself.  A  year  later  I  was 
finally  transferred  to  a  psychiatric  facility  for 
care  and  treatment,  but  only  after  a  second 
suicide  attempt. 

Four  years  later,  I  was  brought  back  to  the 
Kansas  State  Prison  at  Lansing.  A  few 
months  after  my  return  I  saw  the  parole 
board  for  the  sixth  time  and  was  continued 
for  work  release.  The  doctor  refused  to  allow 
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me  to  participate  in  the  work  release 
program  and  then  a  few  months  ago  denied 
me  minimum  custody  after  the  parole  board 
again  continued  me  for  work  release.  That 
was  my  eighth  parole  hearing.  My  first 
hearing  took  place  a  few  months  after  I  was 
raped.  But  here’s  the  Dept,  of  Corrections’ 
excuse  for  not  allowing  me  to  go  to  work 
release:  I’m  considered  “high  risk”  because 
of  my  history  of  instability  and  suicide 
attempt.  And  you’ll  never  guess  what 
happened  to  the  two  men  who  raped  me. 
They  got  paroled.  I  don’t  know  about  you, 
but  it  sure  makes  me  proud  to  be  a  disabled 
Vietnam  era  veteran.  Letters  of  outrage 
and/or  protest  to:  Governor  Joan  Finney, 
State  Capitol,  2nd  floor,  Topeka,  KS  66612- 
1599  would  be  appreciated. 

Solidarity, 
Jack  Deal  #31546 
LCF,  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 

HRCF  refutes 
charges 

Dear  GCN: 

Tim  Campbell’s  recent  “Speaking  Out” 
column  charges  that  during  the  recent 
“outing”  of  Wisconsin  Representative  Steve 
Gunderson  “the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund  put  itself  in  a  particularly  dishonorable 
position.”  Among  several  untrue  charges  in 
Mr.  Campbell’s  article  is  the  statement  that 
the  Campaign  Fund  staff  “custom  designed  a 
report  card  for  Gunderson  on  which  they 
gave  him  a  100%  rating.” 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  issued 
a  voting  record  for  members  of  Congress 
using  ten  selected  votes  on  lesbian  and  gay 
issues  cast  during  the  101st  Congress.  All  ten 
votes  were  used  for  all  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  Campbell  was 
faxed  a  complete  copy  of  the  voting  record 
for  all  Members  on  July  2,  1991.  While 
anyone  is  entitled  to  disagree  with  the  votes 
selected  by  the  Campaign  Fund,  the 
statement  that  the  votes  were  “custom 
designed”  to  give  Congressmen  Gunderson  a 
100  percent  score  is  simply  untrue. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  charges  that  by 
excluding  many  important  votes  on  topics 
ranging  from  feminist  issues  to  civil  rights, 
the  Campaign  Fund’s  voting  record 
artificially  inflates  Gunderson’s  record. 
While  these  issues  are  important  to  many 
lesbian  and  gay  Americans  and  our  allies, 
they  are  not  necessarily  issues  where  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  has  a  consensus 
one  way  or  the  other.  The  Campaign  Fund’s 
chosen  votes  are  limited  to  issues  where 
there  is  general  agreement  that  the  votes  are 
of  vital  interest  to  our  community  and  our 
concerns. 

Mr.  Campbell  further  states  that  the 
Campaign  Fund  “overlooked  votes  for  both 
Bork  and  Souter”  by  Representative 
Gunderson.  Mr.  Campbell  “overlooks”  the 
fact  that  the  Senate,  and  not  the  House,  is 
given  power  over  confirmation  of  Supreme 
Court  nominees.  Mr.  Gunderson  did  not  cast 
the  votes  Mr.  Campbell  asserts  he  casts. 

The  Campaign  Fund  has  a  good  working 
relationship  with  many  Queer  Nation 
members  in  the  Washington,  DC  area  and 
throughout  the  country.  Mr.  Campbell’s 
assertion  that  the  opposite  is  true  is  simply 
not  true.  The  Campaign  Fund  disagrees  with 
him  on  the  issue  of  outing  and  we  are  sorry 
that  he  finds  it  necessary  to  make  false  and 
damaging  claims  in  order  to  advance  his 
point  of  view.  While  we  recognize  that 
members  of  our  community  may  on  occasion 
disagree  on  issues,  is  it  too  much  to  hope  that 
we  would  make  an  effort  to  respect  the  right 
to  disagree  without  having  one’s  motives 
attacked  unfairly  or  positions  distorted 
beyond  recognition? 

Sincerely, 
Tim  McFeeley 
Executive  Director,  HRCF 
Washington,  D.C. 

Transsexuals  in 
federal  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

Once  again  I  am  working  on  yet  another 
case  involving  the  rights  of  transsexual 
inmates.  The  case  involves  the  failure  of  the 
Bureau  of  Prisons  to  properly  classify 
transsexual  inmates  resulting  in  sexual 
pressures  and  rape,  etc. 

Though  this  case  involves  just  one 
individual,  it  is  possible  that  the  entire  BOP 
policy  can  be  challenged.  That  is,  the  lack  of 
any  policy  governing  the  classification  of 
transsexuals.  However,  in  order  to  establish 
such  a  claim  it  must  be  shown  that  the  BOP 
has  a  pattern  of  classifying  transsexual 
inmates  of  maximum  security  prisons 
resulting  in  danger  to  their  lives. 
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_ S peaking  Out 

Fighting  white  supremacy  in 
progressive  movements 


By  Sharon  Martinas 

Last  April,  6000  people  marched  in  Los 
Angeles  to  protest  police  brutality  after  the 
videoed  beating  of  Rodney  King.  Most  of  the 
marchers  were  African  American.  In  January, 
20,000  Los  Angelans  had  demonstrated 
against  the  war  in  Iraq.  Most  of  these 
marchers  were  white.  Since  both 
demonstrations  were  protesting  government 
terrorism  against  peoples  of  color,  why  didn’t 
the  white  progressives  also  hit  the  streets  in 
April? 

The  answer,  I  think,  is  that  there  is  no 
political  immunization  protecting  European 
American  progressives  against  the  virus  of 
white  supremacy  that  has  infected  our  world 
for  at  least  the  past  500  years. 

When  I  use  the  term  “white  supremacy,”  I 
mean  a  historically  based,  institutionally 
perpetrated  system  of  exploitation  and 
oppression  of  continents,  nations  and  peoples 
of  color,  by  white  peoples  and  nations  of  the 
European  continent  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing,  maintaining  and  defending  a 
system  of  wealth,  power  and  privilege. 

White  supremacy  is  the  linchpin  of 
imperialism,  the  system  whose  injustices  all 
our  movements  are  fighting.  Because  it  is  so 
central,  we  can’t  treat  white  supremacy  as 
just  another  issue,  to  add  to  our  list  of 
demands  if  it  won’t  alienate  important 
constituencies.  There’s  no  neutrality  here. 
Either  we’re  actively  fighting  white 
supremacy  or,  by  our  silence,  we’re 
supporting  it. 

But  how  can  we  begin  to  fight  it 
effectively?  One  way  is  to  use  this  period  of 
organizing  for  the  500  years  of  resistance  to 
examine  four  legacies  of  U.S.  history  which 
might  suggest  directions  appropriate  to  the 
struggle. 

The  USA  Is  a  nation  born  of  the 
Holocausts 

Capitalism  came  into  the  world  dripping 
with  blood.  From  the  15th  to  the  19th 
centuries,  Europeans  built  their  cities,  nation¬ 
states,  businesses  and  bank  accounts  on  the 
gold,  silver  and  land  of  the  Indigenous 
Americans  and  on  the  slave  trade  and 
enslavement  of  Africans.  In  the  process, 
Europeans  slaughtered  from  60-100  million 
Native  Americans  and  100  million  Africans. 

Out  of  these  holocausts  came  the  United 
States,  the  first  European  nation  and  the  first 
capitalist  system  created  from  scratch 
entirely  from  the  theft  of  land  of  the  Native 
Americans  and  the  enslaved  labor  of 
Africans.  The  European  American  colonists 
used  the  riches  amassed  from  the  stolen  land 
and  the  enslaved  labor  to  fund  their  war  of 
Independence  against  Britain  and  to  open  up 
their  new  nation  state  to  millions  of 
Europeans  who  came  seeking  life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

This  history  teaches  us  two  lessons:  First: 
United  States  capitalism  was  created  on  a 


foundation  of  subjugation  of  nations  and 
continents  of  peoples  of  color.  Economic 
explotation  and  national  oppression  are  twin 
peas  in  the  pxxl  of  the  capitalist  system. 

Second:  the  subjugation  of  peoples  of 
color  is  the  material  basis  of  white  or 
European  supremacy  in  the  United  States. 
The  lives  of  poor  and  working  class 
European  Americans  were  wretched  because 
capitalist  exploitation  is  ruthless,  regardless 
of  skin  color  or  national  origin.  But  the  fact 
remain  that  for  500  years  the  dreams  of 
freedom  of  millions  of  European  immigrants 
have  been  realized  only  through  the 
nightmare  of  domination  of  every  Native 
American  and  African. 

Our  political  demands  must  reflect  this 
history,  if  we  are  ever  to  challenge  the 
fundamental  structures  of  injustice  in  this 
country.  Every  demand  for  economic  justice 
must  be  paired  with  a  demand  to  rectify  the 
injustice  of  white  supremacy.  For  example: 
when  we  demand  more  money  for  our 
schools,  we  must  also  demand  that  every 
school  provide  education  reflecting  the  true 
histories  and  contributions  of  peoples  of 
color.  Whm  we  tell  the  U.S.  to  stop  funding 
destructive  wars  overseas,  we  should  demand 
that  the  money  be  used  to  rebuild  Harlem  or 
Hunters  Point  for  the  people  who  live  there. 

If  we  continue  to  focus  only  on  the 
economic  injustices  of  capitalism,  or  we  use 
vague  terms  like  “Fund  human  needs,” 
instead  of  demanding  reparations  for  the 
special  injustices  against  peoples  of  color,  we 
will,  by  our  silence,  be  complicit  in 
supporting  the  institutions  of  white 
supremacy. 

U.S.  Imperialism  knows  no 
borders 

From  sea  to  shining  sea,  the  United  States 
grew  by  one  big  land  grab.  First,  it  gobbled 
up  Native  American  lands.  Then  it  stole  half 
of  Mexico.  Next,  it  boarded  a  gunboat  and 
captured  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
Philippines.  Then,  it  forged  the  Rio  Grande 
and  staked  out  a  claim  on  every  piece  of  turf 
from  Tiajuana  to  Tierra  del  Fuego.  And 
finally,  it  hopped  on  a  plane  and  landed  on 
Africa,  Asia  and  the  Middle  East. 

Everywhere  the  United  States  goes,  it -has 
the  same  goal:  rip  off  the  lands,  resources  and 
labor  power  of  nations  of  color  to  haul  in 
megabucks  for  the  white  ruling  class  and 
minibucks  for  the  test  of  European  America. 
And  everywhere  the  U.S.  goes,  it  uses  the 
same  methods  to  try  to  crush  the  resistance  of 
nations  and  peoples  of  color:  guns,  dollars, 
Dallas,  Disney,  relocation,  religion,  drugs 
and  democracy. 

U.S.  imperialism  is  a  two-faced  monster 
that  knows  no  borders.  It  gobbles  up  here  and 
it  gobbles  up  there.  Like  an  evil  image  in  a 
mirror,  its  forms  of  oppression  are  twinned 
on  both  sides  of  the  borders. 

If  imperialism  twins  oppression,  then  anti¬ 


imperialism  should  twin  solidarity.  When  we 
protest  the  capture  of  a  Salvadoran  activist, 
let’s  also  demand  the  release  of  Geronimo 
Pratt  and  Leonard  Peltier.  When  we  demand 
that  Israel  cease  deporting  Palestinians,  let’s 
also  tell  the  U.S.  to  cease  deporting 
Mexicans.  Both  peoples  have  a  right  to 
remain  in  their  ancestral  homelands. 

We  don’t  need  to  make  the  links  between 
international  and  national  struggles  of 
peoples  of  color.  Imperialism  has  already 
done  that  for  us.  But  we  do  need  to  point 
them  out.  Solidarity  begins  at  home.  By 
supporting  the  struggles  for  self- 
determination  of  peoples  of  color  on  both 
sides  of  the  border,  we  will  be  helping  to 
strengthen  their  capacity  to  slay  the  two- 
faced  monster. 

Division  Is  the  strategy  of  the 
slave  masters 

In  the  early  17th  century,  the  colony  of 
Virginia  was  plagued  by  rebellions.  Africans 
and  Europeans  both  worked  as  unpaid 
contract  labor,  and  they  often  united  in  revolt 
against  their  cruel  employers.  In  one  famous 
insurrection, the  laborers,  who  were  supposed 
to  defend  the  colony  against  the  Indians, 
turned  their  guns  on  their  bosses  and  nearly 
destroyed  the  colonial  power. 

Terrified  colonists  decided  to  break  the 
back  of  this  unified  resistance.  They  did  so 
by  the  strategy  of  the  stick  and  the  carrot. 
Europeans  who  conspired  with  Africans  were 
dismembered;  their  terms  of  servitude 
extended.  Europeans  who  demanded  better 
treatment,  but  only  for  themselves,  got  a 
patch  of  land,  their  freedom,  and  a  tiny  bit  of 
political  power.  Their  masters  replaced  the 
contract  labor  of  Europeans  with  the  enslaved 
labor  of  Africans. 

The  strategy  was  brilliant.  The 
punishments  deterred  all  but  the  most 
courageous  Europeans  from  making  common 
cause  with  Africans.  The  rewards  wiped  out 
the  material  basis  for  unity  between  the  most 
exploited  class  of  Europeans,  and  all 
Africans,  by  granting  freedom  to  the  whites 
while  enslaving  the  Blacks.  The  strategy  set  a 
precedent,  which  remains  to  this  day,  that  if 
the  European  oppressed  protest  in  their  self- 
interest  only,  refusing  to  unite  with  oppressed 
peoples  of  color,  they  will  gain  short-term 
victories.  And  the  rule  of  the  European  slave 
masters  will  never  be  seriously  threatened. 

Virtually  every  white  progressive 
movement  since  the  colonial  era  has  fallen 
into  the  slavemaster’s  trap.  The  19th  century 
women’s  movement  refused  to  support 
political  rights  for  African  Americans  in 
order  to  win  the  vote  for  white  women. 
Today,  the  vote  of  European  American 
women  does  little  more  than  reinforce  the 
white  male  power  structure.  The  trade  union 
movement  was  built  on  the  exclusion  of 
African  Americans,  Chinese  and  Mexicans. 
Today,  European  American  workers  have 


fewer  rights  and  protections  than  workers  in 
any  other  European  nation. 

When  we  in  the  white  progressive 
movements  mobilize  20,000  Los  Angelans  to 
protest  the  US  war  against  Iraq,  but  do 
nothing  to  protest  the  U.S.  war  against  Watts, 
we  are  reproducing  the  strategy  of  the  slave 
master.  We  may  win  important  short  term 
victories,  but  the  movements  of  resistance 
remain  divided.  And  reaction  has  been 
running  over  all  the  people’s  movements  like 
a  steam  roller. 

Can  we  turn  this  around?  Yes.  Will  it  take 
a  lot  of  work?  Yes!  Might  we  have  to 
sacrifice  some  of  our  hard  won,  but  short 
lived  victories?  Yes.  Will  we  probably  lose 
some  of  our  supporters  and  coalition 
partners?  Yes.  Will  doors  of  access  to 
legitimacy  be  closed  on  us?  Yes. 

The  choices  are  not  easy.  But  as  we  slowly 
build  unity  among  our  resistance  movements, 
two  steps  forward  and  one  step  back,  we’ll  be 
moving  on  a  path  that  someday  will  truly 
challenge  the  power  of  slavemasters. 

Peoples,  nations  and 
continents  of  color  have  been 
resisting  white  supremacy  for 
500  years 

This  legacy  doesn’t  need  explanation,  but 
it  can  be  our  guide  to  action.  In  1992,  we’ll 
all  be  commemorating  these  500  years  of 
resistance.  We  white  progressive  will  be 
joining  activists  of  color  in  unwelcoming 
those  envoys  of  white  supremacy,  the  Nina, 
the  Pinta  and  the  Santa  Maria. 

But  we  can  do  more.  Each  of  our 
respective  organizations  could  decide  that  we 
will  commemorate  the  500  years  of 
resistance  by  adding  a  new  principle  of  unity 
to  those  which  already  bind  our  organization 
together.  That  principle  would  be  to  commit 
ourselves  to  the  fight  against  white 
supremacy,  and  to  act  in  solidarity  with  the 
struggles  of  peoples  of  color,  within  as  well 
as  outside  U.S.  borders. 

With  this  concrete  goal  and  timetable  in 
mind, we  could  begin  now  to  educate  our 
constituencies  about  the  importance  of  this 
principle.  And  in  so  doing,  we  would  be 
taking  a  small,  yet  vital  step  forward  in  the 
struggle  against  white  supremacy. 

Sharon  Martinas  is  a  55  year  old 
European  American  activist.  She’s  been 
politically  active  since  1965,  when  she  got 
her  political  direction  from  the  Black 
Liberation  struggle  of  the  '60s,  and 
especially  the  San  Francisco  State  strike  of 
1968.  Her  work  is  now  in  anti-racist 
education  activism.  She  co-teaches  a 
community  based  class  called,  "Addressing 
White  Supremacy  in  Progressive 
Movements ,“  and  has  returned  to  San 
Francisco  State  to  study  "Black  Studies.” 


I  am  aware  of  a  few  cases,  but  would  like 
to  hear  from  other  transsexuals  (or  gay 
persons)  who  are  effeminate  looking  and 
have  been  placed  in  federal  maximum 
security  prisons  resulting  in  sexual  pressures 
or  assaults.  Others  who  experienced  similar 
incidents  but  are  not  effeminate  looking  may 
also  help  in  proving  that  no  matter  how  you 
look  there  is  a  risk,  therefore,  the  risk  to  an 
effeminate  looking  gay  man  is  greater  and 
reasonably  foreseen. 

Please  write  and  give  full  details — all  will 
be  kept  confidential.  You  may  need  to  write 
though  a  third-party. 

Yours  for  justice, 
Dee  Farmer  #23288-037 
PO  Box  4000 
Springfield,  MO  65808 

Anti-queer 

condoms? 

[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Henry  Hoyt,  chairman  and  CEO  of  Carter- 
Wallace,  Inc.] 

Dear  Mr.  Hoyt: 

I  am  one  of  a  growing  number  of  people 
who  are  concerned  about  your  anti-gay 
advertising  policy.  Why  do  you  refuse  to 
advertise  in  gay  publications  and  continue  to 
use  extremely  heterosexual  imagery  in  your 
advertising?  Studies  have  shown  that  gay 
men  are  more  likely  than  heterosexual  men 
to  buy  your  products.  If  you  are  willing  to 
profit  from  the  gay  community,  why  are  you 
afraid  to  place  ads  in  gay  papers? 


Although  a  gay  boycott  of  your  products 
has  not  yet  been  called,  I  am  ready  to  support 
it.  As  recent  gay  boycotts  have  shown,  a 
slump  in  sales  can  be  the  most  persuasive 
and  effective  argument  against 
discriminatory  polices. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Owen  Shows 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 


We  are  looking  for  proofreaders 
for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are  interested 
in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting 
volunteer  opportunities  available  at  Gay 
Community  News,  please  call 

4264469. 


Volunteer 

reporters 

wanted 

WE  DON'T  ASK  FOR  EXPERIENCE, WE  GIVE  IT. 

To  find  out  what  exciting  writing  opportunities 
await  you  at  your  favorite  weekly, 

Call  Carrie  at  426-4469. 
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Protest  Bush 

Continued  from  page  3 

of  the  AIDS  crisis  would  be  in  sight” 

Mark  Kostopoulos  of  ACT  UP/LA  told 
the  crowd,  “George  Bush  is  at  Disney  World 
today — and  this  is  his  basic  response  to  the 
AIDS  crisis — he  is  in  fantasy  land.” 

“I  am  here  to  represent  moms  of  the  sons 
and  daughters  all  over  the  world  who  are 
dying  of  AIDS,”  said  White,  addressing  the 
press.  “If  you  call  these  people  [ACT  UP] 
radical,  you  can  call  me  radical  too.  These 
people  are  dying  of  AIDS  and  no  one  is 
doing  anything.  This  is  what  we  have  to  do 
to  make  you  people  listen.  These  same 
people  acting  up  today  are  going  to  save 
your  children’s  lives  tomorrow.” 

According  to  the  ACT  UP  Network,  7000 
Americans  died  of  AIDS  over  the  course  of 
the  30  days  of  direct  action  against  Bush. 
“I'm  tired  of  George  Bush  telling  me  I’m  a 
guilty  victim  of  this  disease,  and  I’m  angry 
George  Bush  is  turning  this  country  against 
me,”  said  Ferd  Eggan  of  ACT  UP/LA.  “I 
need  health  care  this  country  is  not  giving 
me.  I  need  leadership  this  president  is  not 
providing  me.  I’m  to  tell  George  Bush  we 
won’t  take  it  anymore.” 

Maxine  Wolfe  of  ACT  UP/NY  called  the 
demonstration  a  success.  “We  picketed  in 
front  of  the  White  House,  and  almost  no  one 
ever  gets  that  close."  Those  arrested  were 
charged  for  demonstrating  without  a  permit, 
fined  $50  and  released  later  that  day.  □ 

Capitol 

Continued  from  page  3 

alive  if  not  for  the  exclusive  U.S.  health  care 
system. 

“I’m  really  disappointed  with  these 
numbers,"  said  Shraga  Lev  of  ACT  UP/NY 
as  he  looked  down  from  top  of  the  Capitol 
steps.  “We  were  expecting  support  from 
other  organizations,  but  I  haven’t  seen 
them.”  Some  ACT  UP  members  attributed 
the  turnout  to  a  lack  of  coordination  and  to 
the  inability  of  ACT  UP  members  to  stay  in 
D.C.  for  both  Monday’s  and  Tuesday’s 
demonstrations. 

Another  march  on  the  Capitol  for 
universal  health  care  is  being  planned  for  the 
spring  or  summer  of  1992  by  the  ACT  UP 
Network.  In  an  attempt  at  coalition  building, 
other  organizations  and  labor  unions  have 
been  contacted  by  ACT  UP  about  the 
possibility  of  co-sponsoring  the  next  march, 
including  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 
(AFL-CIO)  which  has  embarked  on  a  $3 
million  campaign  for  National  Health  Care. 

Those  arrested  during  the  protest  were 
released  in  the  late  evening  and  faced 
arraignment  Oct.  2  and  3,  on  various 
misdemeanor  charges,  including  trespassing, 
blocking  the  entrance  to  the  Capitol  and 
simple  assault.  •  □ 

ATAC 

Continued  from  page  3 

Universal  health  care 

ATAC2  featured  two  panel  discussions  on 
the  ACT  UP  Network’s  call  for  a  universal 
health  care  plan.  All  panelists  agreed  that  the 
AIDS  crisis  has  highlighted  some  of  the 
long-existing  problems  in  U.S.  health  care. 
They  criticized  the  present  system 
(privatized,  for-profit  and  employer-based) 
as  excluding  disenfranchised  people.  Even 
people  who  do  have  some  kind  of  health 
insurance,  it  was  argued,  are  often 
underinsured  and  don't  get  their  health  care 
needs  met.  Everyone  pointed  to  high 
administrative  costs  as  a  principal 
inefficiency  in  U.S.  health  care. 

Victor  Rivera  of  ACT  UP/Seattle  said  that 
people  of  color  have  been  consistently 
excluded  from  the  health  care  system,  and 
the  AIDS  crisis  has  exacerbated  the 
situation.  He  estimated  that  30  percent  of 
Latina/o  people  are  uninsured.  "There  are  an 
estimated  three  to  10  million  undocumented 
Latinos  in  the  U.S.,"  said  Rivera.  “For  many 
HIV-infected  Latinos  without 
documentation,  the  only  way  to  get  health 
care  is  to  enter  an  AIDS  clinical  trial — that’s 
atrocious." 

While  specifics  of  several  current  plans 
for  universal  health  care  were  discussed 
throughout  the  conference,  no  specific  plan 
was  adopted  by  the  ACT  UP  Network. 

Should  ACT  UP  kiss  up? 

As  occurred  last  year,  a  key  debate  was 
whether  ACT  UP  should  continue  to  operate 
outside  the  political  system.  Again,  as  at  last 
year,  the  issue  was  raised  by  the  same 
handful  of  ACT  UP  members. 

The  first  strategy  session,  “Targeting 
Congress,”  underscored  the  sometimes- 
heated  conflict  between  ACT  UP  members 
calling  for  stepped  up  direct  action  and  those 
pushing  for  the  group  to  branch  out  into 
more  traditional  lobbying  techniques. 

A  handful  of  ACT  UP  members  argued 
that  while  ACT  UP  probably  does  not  want 
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to  establish  a  professional  lobby,  it  should 
start  organizing  grassroots  lobbying.  “We 
need  a  new  lobbying  ballgame.  We  don’t 
want  to  become  more  suits  in  Washington,” 
suggested  Connie  Norman  of  ACT  UP/LA, 
who  also  raised  this  issue  last  spring. 

Robert  Wamock  of  ACT  UP/DC  called  for 
ACT  UP  chapters  to  lobby  legislators  on  the 
federal  level.  “Lobbying  may  seem  to  some 
ACT  UP  members  unsexy,  un glamorous  and 
just  plain  creepy,”  Wamock  said.  “But  we 
have  to  start  directing  our  attention  to  what 
works  in  Congress." 

Steve  Smith,  a  lobbyist  of  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  and  Tim 
Westmoreland,  staff  counsel  for  a  House 
Health  and  the  Environment  subcommittee, 
addressed  the  group,  giving  pointers  on  how 
to  effectively  lobby  members  of  Congress, 
which  were  overwhelmingly  rejected  by 
activists  who  accused  those  lobbyists  of 
selling  out  when  they  compromised  on 
legislation  affecting  HTV-infected  health  care 
workers  (backing  the  Kennedy  CDC 
amendment  over  the  Helms  amendment— see 
GCN  v.l9,no.ll) 

Several  people  pointed  to  the  need  for  a 
so-called  “good  cop/bad  cop”  strategy,  with 
lobbyists  working  with  Congress  in  concert 
with  direct  action  techniques  of  groups  like 
ACT  UP.  Saundra  Johnson  of  ACT 
UP/Chicago  maintained  that  focusing  on 
lobbying  would  cause  ACT  UP  to  lose  some 
of  its  direct-action  power.  “Once  you  are  on 
the  inside  it  does  change  the  way  you 
approach  things  as  activists,”  she  said.  “We 
must  have  distinct  groups  both  on  the  outside 
and  the  inside.  They  will  necessarily  have 
different  frameworks.”  Robert  Bray  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
agreed,  warning  members,  “The  minute  you 
take  off  that  [direct  action]  edge,  you’re 
lost.” 

Discussion  on  the  issue  of  ACT  UP 
lobbying  became  so  intense  that  the  second 
strategy  session,  "Targeting  the  White 
House,"  was  cancelled.  Members  instead 
broke  down  into  three  working  groups  to 
discuss  lobbying  issues.  In  the  end,  the  idea 
of  setting  up  a  professional  lobby  was 
overwhelmingly  rejected,  but  a  national 
public  policy  caucus  was  formed  to  share 
legislative  information. 

ATAC3? 

A  planned  discussion  of  whether  to  hold 
ATAC3  was  cancelled  for  time,  but  many 
raised  the  issue  in  discussion.  Most  newer 
participants  appreciated  the  opportunity  for 
information-sharing  and  many  longtime 
ACT  UP  members  praised  the  education  of 
newer  members,  although  some  were 
frustrated  by  the  limited  treatment 
discussions. 

“If  there  is  another  ATAC,  there  needs  to 
be  two  distinct  focuses,”  Franke-Ruta 
suggested.  “One,  on  political  tactics  and 
political  strategizing  and  on  concentrating  on 
where  to  go  from  there,  on  issues  of 
treatment  and  data.”  □ 

Riots 
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crowd,  it  would  have  made  things  worse  if 
police  [had]  intervened,”  said  Stephanie 
Ruby-Klink,  a  lesbian  activist  at  the  scene. 
“More  people  would  have  gotten  hurt.” 

Earlier  in  the  demonstration,  speeches  by 
public  officials  decrying  Wilson’s  veto, 
including  one  by  San  Francisco  Mayor  Art 
Agnos,  had  included  admonishments  to  the 
crowd  not  to  use  violence.  The  next  day, 
Agnos  issued  a  statement  condemning  the 
riot  of  the  night  before.  “It’s  wrong  and  it’s  a 
mistake  to  divert  attention  away  from  the 
governor’s  veto,"  the  statement  read.  "And 
that’s  what  last  night’s  violence  did.” 

Many  activists  felt  the  anger  expressed 
was  understandable.  Ruby-Klink,  who  said 
she  neither  condemned  nor  condoned  the 
actions,  said,  “Even  though  some  people  call 
what  happened  violence,  what  happened  to 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  is  an  outrage. 
People  are  dying  every  day — that’s 
violence." 

Mayoral  candidate  Frank  Jordan-who  was 
acting  police  chief  when  police  randomly 
and  viciously  beat  up  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  the  Castro  on  Oct.  6,  1989,  and  who  never 
publicly  apologized  for  the  use  of  police 
violence— was  chased  away  by  the  angry 
crowd  when  he  appeared  to  show  support  for 
AB101.  According  to  reports,  he  lost  one  or 
both  of  his  shoes  in  his  retreat  and  was 
rushed  away  in  a  police  car. 

Ingrid  Nelson  of  ACT  UP/San  Francisco 
decried  "the  gall  and  insensitivity  of  Jordan 
to  show  up  at  a  demo  in  the  Castro,"  but 
gave  an  explanation  for  his  actions.  “He 
realized  you  can’t  run  for  mayor  [in  San 
Francisco]  without  supporting  the  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  law,"  she  said. 

A  protest  in  the  Castro  district  the  night 
before,  just  after  Wilson  announced  the  veto 
around  6:00  p.m,  remained  peaceful. 
According  to  reports,  an  enormous  rainbow 
Continued  on  page  7 
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While  donations  have  been 
generously  flowing  in,  we're  not 
out  of  the  financial  woods  yet. 

Help  us  keep  the  momentum 
going  by  taking  a  few  minutes  to 
fill  out  the  form  below  or  call  us 
at  (61  7)  426-4469  if  you’d  like  to 
volunteer  some  time. 

With  your  help,  GCN  will 
continue  to  be  a  vital  forum  for  all 
of  us.  There’s  no  time  to 
wait.  Do  it  today! 


I  want  to  help  GCN\  Here  is  my  donation  of 

□  $20  □  $50  □  $100  □  $250  □  $ _ Other 

I  want  to  □  subscribe,  □  renew  for 

□  1  year  at  $39  □  2  years  at  $67  □  3  years  at  $95 

I  want  to  become  a  GCN  Sustainer  by  pledging 

at  least  $120  to  be  paid  in  \D\  □  2  □  3  □  4  installments 

between  now  and  December  1991.  Enclosed  is  $ _ 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone  Number  (  ) _ 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  GCN.  Mail  to:  GCN, 

62  Berkeley  St.  Boston,  MA  02116 


SKI  X  AND  SI  OPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 

FOR  WOMEN 

Sunopee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breokfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


ALISON 
BECHDEL 

A  Look  at 
Lesbian  Life  in  the  '90s 


Friday,  Oct  18  •  8  pm 

Mass  College  of  Art 
621  Huntington  Ave  •  Boston 
Dessert  extravaganza  to  follow 
Tickets  are  S12  in  advance; 

S15  at  the  door 
Tickets  on  sale  at  New  Words, 
Arborway  Video  (J.P.), 
Glad  Day,  and  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  or  by 
calling  247-CARE  (-2273) 


A  benefit  for 

AQI  Fenway  Community 
Health  Cetiter's 
Family  and  Parenting  Program 


The  Law  Offices  of 

R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  »  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Boner  &  Cain 

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
•  Wills  &  Estate  Planning 
•  Living  Wills  &  Medical  Directives 
•  Criminal  Defense  &  OUI/DWI 
Personal  Injury  &  Worker's  Comp  •  Bankruptcy 

One  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1100  TEL  (617)  367-1800 

Boston.  MA  02108  FAX  (617)  367-4335 


In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Owned,  Staffed  <4  Operated  Body  Shop 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availably 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836,  320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  •  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


Riots 
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flag  was  unfurled  and  people  carried  it 
through  the  streets,  blocking  traffic  for  as 
long  as  three  hours  and  calling  for  large- 
scale  actions. 

In  Los  Angeles,  the  night  of  the 
announcement  brought  a  demonstration  in 
heavily  gay  parts  of  West  Hollywood,  where 
about  1000  people  marched  and  protesters 
burned  a  California  state  flag.  On  Monday 
afternoon,  several  dozen  protesters  smashed 
a  window  and  defied  police  in  riot  gear  to 
enter  a  state  building  containing  one  of 
Wilson’s  offices.  Later,  an  estimated  three  to 
four  thousand  people  held  a  rally  at  a 
museum  where  Wilson  was  in  attendance  at 
a  fundraiser. 

According  to  Queer  Nation/LA  member 
Richard  Gray,  four  people  were  arrested  on 
Monday,  two  at  the  afternoon  protest  and 
two  at  the  evening  protest.  Gray  said  the 
activists  arrested  were  charged  with  such 
serious  offenses  as  assaulting  police  officers, 
which,  he  said,  were  trumped  up.  He 
expressed  concern  that  there  was  little 
money  available  to  bail  out  future  jailed 
protesters  if  demonstrations  continue.  A 
spokesperson  for  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
Department  estimated  that  byGCN’s  press 
time  a  total  of  12  to  14  people  had  been 
arrested  in  protests  between  Sept.  29  and 
Oct.  3. 

Like  those  in  San  Francisco,  some 
activists  in  Los  Angeles  defended  the  tactics 
used  at  the  protests.  “I  don’t  want  to  see  any 
queers  get  hurt,”  said  Friedman,  “but  the 
energy  has  got  to  go  where  people  want  it  to 
go. ’’The  last  time  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  responded  to  a  defeat  with  such 
force  was  May  21,  1979,  when  thousands  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  San  Francisco 
battled  with  police,  burning  police  cars  and 
breaking  through  the  entrance  to  City  Hall. 
Those  riots,  which  became  known  as  “The 
White  Night  riots,”  followed  the  news  that 
Dan  White,  the  assassin  of  gay  elected 
official  Harvey  Milk,  had  been  found  guilty 
of  a  lesser  crime  than  first  degree  murder  and 
was  sentenced  to  a  minimal  jail  term. 

Veteran  gay  activist  and  gay  studies 
professor  Larry  Gross  told  GCN  that  a 
decade  of  AIDS,  in  which  demonstrations  in 
the  streets  have  become  “not  so  unusual,” 
made  the  AB101  riots  not  “a  major  event  in 
the  way  White  Night  was.” 

The  White  Night  riots.  Gross  said, 
signified  for  the  first  time  that  the 
community  was  capable  of  violence,  while 
this  week’s  riots  carry  less  of  an  original 
tactic.  Prior  to  White  Night,  the  original 
energy  of  the  1969  Stonewall  Riots  and  the 
Gay  Liberation  Front  had  been  nearly 
replaced  by  a  movement  attempting  to  work 
“within  the  system,”  as  Gross  described  it. 
“[The  White  Night  Riots]  said,  ‘we  were 
going  that  way  and  look  what  happened.  We 
elect  someone,  he  gets  killed,  and  the 
assassin  gets  off.’” 

However,  Gross  suggested  the  two  riots 
are  “somewhat  analogous”  in  that  rioters 
now  are  challenging  the  idea  of  working 
within  the  system.  “What  [the  riot]  means  in 
the  simplest  terms  is  that  those  people  who 
are  arguing  for  working  within  the  system 
are  in  a  weaker  position,”  Gross  said,  adding 
that  many  more  people  will  now  believe  that 
“gay  Republican”  is  an  oxymoron. 

While  Gross  sees  the  AB101  riots  as  less 
significant  than  the  White  Night  riots,  he 
noted,  “The  [AB101]  riot  says  this  is  really 
serious.  At  least  locally  the  point  is  going  to 
be  clear.” 

Members  of  Queer  Nation/LA  said  the 
outrage  surrounding  the  veto  may  suggest 
the  ushering  in  of  a  new  era  of  activism  in 
the  city.  They  characterized  Los  Angeles  as 
having  a  large  but  not  very  politically  active 
gay  and  lesbian  community  dominated  by 
institutions  such  as  the  Los  Angeles  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Center,  the  largest  such 
facility  in  the  world. 

According  to  Gray,  gay  men  and  lesbians 
who  had  never  before  been  involved  in 
politics  have  been  galvanized  by  the  recent 
events.  He  said  he  literally  saw  people 
coming  out  of  bars  and  health  clubs  and  into 
the  streets.  “It’s  not  business  as  usual,”  he 
said. 

Friedman  concurred,  saying  that  many 
people  who  took  for  granted  that  the  bill 
would  be  signed  have  now  been  shocked  into 
reality.  She  said  people  who  had  previously 
regarded  activists  with  sideward  glances  are 
now  “finding  the  same  energy  that  we  have.” 

Further,  both  Gray  and  Friedman  said 
people  are  beginning  to  reject  the  traditional 
ways  of  holding  rallies.  Gray  said  the  crowd 
at  one  rally  called  for  an  end  to  speeches, 
insisting  on  more  original,  spontaneous 
action.  He  said  the  sentiment  of  the  crowd 
was,  “It’s  not  a  time  for  speeches.  This  is  a 
very  simple  issue.  [Wilson]  didn’t  sign  the 
bill.” 

Queer  Nation/LA  is  calling  an  action  in 
Sacramento  for  Oct.  11,  National  Coming 


Out  Day.  According  to  Gray,  activists  hope 
to  prevent  the  dynamics  causing  some  in  the 
movement  to  be  leaders  while  others  follow. 
“No  mikes,"  he  said.  “Just  bring  your  queer 
selves.” 

Harry  Hay,  a  longtime  activist  living  in 
Los  Angeles,  agreed  that  many  new  people 
are  being  pulled  into  political  activism,  but 
added  that  there  is  currently  a  great  deal  of 
chaos  which  is  unproductive.  He  said  he  sees 
Queer  Nation’s  role  as  a  unifier  of  these  new 
people,  and  looks  to  the  Sacramento  action 
as  a  positive  sign. 

Hay  emphasized  the  need  for  coalition¬ 
building  with  people  of  color  in  order  to 
have  an  effective  movement,  but  lamented 
that  he  doesn’t  see  this  happening  soon. 
“Young  people  have  no  appreciation  of  the 
need  for  coalition-building,”  he  charged, 
adding  that  the  future  for  AB101  is  to  build 
such  a  coalition,  then  push  for  the  original 
version  of  the  bill.  Prior  to  its  senate 
approval,  AB101  was  stripped  of  its  housing 
provision  and  amended  to  exclude  non-profit 
religious  organizations. 

Storming  Stanford 

In  what  may  have  been  the  most 
imaginative  of  the  zaps  on  Wilson,  an 
estimated  450  activists  showed  counterfeit 
invitations  to  gain  entry  to  the  hall  at 
Stanford  University  Oct.  1,  where  both  the 
governor  and  Secretary  of  Health  Louis 
Sullivan  were  giving  speeches 
commemorating  the  university’s  100-year 
anniversary.  According  to  Kurt  Barrie  of 
Queer  Nation/SF,  when  Wilson  began  to 
speak,  he  was  drowned  out  for  15  minutes  by 
protesters’  shouts  and  pelted  with  eggs, 
pieces  of  fruit  and  flowers.  Wilson  was 
rushed  outside  after  his  speech  and  speeded 
away. 

Appealing  to  conservatives 

In  Wilson’s  veto  message,  in  which  he 
laments  the  “profound  disappointment”  his 
actions  may  cause  to  “men  and  women  of 
good  faith  whose  good  will  I  value,”  he 
states  that  his  decision  not  to  sign  the  bill  is 
the  result  of  his  concern  for  employers.  “It  is 
a  statute  imposing  ...  a  specific  remedy 
which  does  indeed  create  burdens  upon 
employers,  both  guilty  and  innocent,”  he 
wrote. 

However,  both  gay/lesbian  activists  as 
well  as  many  mainstream  analysts  agree 
Wilson  vetoed  the  bill  for  strategic  political 
reasons  rather  than  on  principle.  The 
California  Republican  Party,  which  many  say 
is  dominated  by  the  right  wing,  passed  a 
resolution  last  month  calling  for  the  veto  of 
AB101,  and  Wilson  has  been  harshly 
criticized  by  members  of  his  party  for  raising 
taxes  and  taking  a  pro-choice  stand  on 
abortion. 

Another  reason  cited  for  Wilson’s  actions 
is  his  concern  for  the  U.S.  Senate  re-election 
of  John  Seymour,  whom  Wilson  appointed  to 
succeed  himself  when  he  left  the  Senate  to 
become  governor.  The  two  men  are  so 
closely  linked,  analysts  say,  that  Seymour 
would  suffer  from  being  associated  with  a 
pro-gay  stance  in  his  Republican  primary 
challenge  from  notorious  homophobe  U.S. 
Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  of  Orange 
County. 

Ironically,  however,  Wilson's  veto  has  not 
brought  him  into  favor  among  the  chief 
opponents  of  AB101,  the  anti-gay 
Traditional  Values  Coalition,  led  by  Rev. 
Louis  Sheldon.  In  an  interview  with  the  New 
York  Times,  Sheldon  charged  Wilson  with 
political  expediency  in  his  veto,  vowing  to 
campaign  against  him  if  he  ran  for  re- 
election. 

Wilson  reportedly  sent  out  his  veto 
message  on  Sunday  evening  in  order  to 
avoid  appearing  influenced  by  the  release  of 
the  results  of  a  poll  of  people’s  attitudes  on 
AB101,  scheduled  for  the  next  day.  But  the 
poll  showed  that  62  percent  of  Democrats 
and  Republicans  polled  statewide  felt  Wilson 
should  sign  the  bill,  with  only  about  a 
quarter  favoring  a  veto. 

Some  say  Wilson  has  presidential 
aspirations  and  could  not  withstand  the 
scrutiny  of  a  Republican  national  convention 
with  a  gay  rights  law  on  his  record.  Gay  and 
lesbian  activists  blasted  the  idea.  “Standing 
up  for  human  rights — for  gay 
people — apparently  is  so  controversial  that 
he  would  betray  constituents  to  secure  a 
better  political  future,”  said  Robert  Bray  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

But  a  poll  commissioned  by  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  reveals  that 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  may  not  be  so 
controversial.  According  to  the  poll,  69 
percent  of  self-identified  conservatives  said 
homosexuals  should  have  equal  rights  for 
employment,  as  did  91  percent  of  liberals. 
Gregory  King  of  the  HRCF  called  Wilson’s 
veto  “an  unconscionable  act  of  political 
cowardice.  Gov.  Wilson  has  caved  in  to 
Congressman  Dannemeyer  and  can  never  be 
trusted  again.”  King  added,  “This  is  a  sign  of 
how  powerful  the  fanatical  wing  of  the 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Two  dykes  who’ve  been  tested  for  HIV  antibodies  discuss  the  latest  wave  of 
AIDS  hysteria  and  its  potential  impact  on  healthcare  workers  as  well  as  reasons 
why  other  women  may  choose  to  get  tested.  Part  II  of  II. 


Joan  Sully  (bottom)  is  a  dyke  nurse  who 
has  worked  with  people  with  HIV  in  a 
variety  of  settings.  Marea  Murray  (top)  is 
a  clinical  social  worker  in  private  practice 
who  has  been  doing  AIDS  work  since 
1984.  They  have  known  each  other  for  six 
years.  In  Part  I  of  this  conversation  (see 
GCN,  Sept.  22-28,  1991)  they  discussed 
their  decisions  to  be  tested  for  HIV 
antibodies  and  its  impact  on  their  lives. 


By  Marea  Murray  and 
Joan  Sully 

area:  Joan,  you’re  a 
health  care  worker. 
What  do  you  think  about 
all  this  mandatory 
testing  of  medical 
personnel  and  the  Helms 
legislation  mandating  jail  terms  and  fines  for 
HIV  positive  practitioners  who  continue  to 
operate  without  informing  their  patients? 

Joan:  The  biggest  thing  I  think  about  it  is 
about  it  is  the  focus  is  all  wrong.  People  are 
not  making  distinctions  in  terms  of  what  the 
risks  are.  The  risk  isn’t  about  the  provider’s 
health  status;  it  is  about  the  provider’s 
practice  style  and  infection  control  measures. 
A  lot  of  this  right  now  is  coming  out  of  that 
one  case  in  Florida — the  angry  woman  who 
supposedly  got  HTV  from  her  dentist  Come 
to  find  that  the  dentist  had  lousy  infection 
control  in  his  general  practice.  It’s 
conceivable  that  any  number  of  his  patients 
may  have  gotten  hepatitis  from  him  and  they 
just  never  traced  it  back.  The  issue  is  not 
AIDS.  The  issue  is  infection  control. 

Marea:  Yes,  in  fact  hepatitis  still  kills 
more  people  than  HIV/AIDS. 

Joan:  And  it’s  very  prevalent  for  any  kind 
of  practitioners  who’ve  done  Emergency 
Room  work  or  any  kind  of  work  where 
they’ve  been  exposed  to  a  lot  of  blood.  I 
think  that  if  all  health  care  providers  were 
tested  for  hepatitis,  you’d  find  that  a  great 
percentage  of  them  have  been  exposed  to 
hepatitis.  The  risk  of  transmission  for 
hepatitis  is  easier  than  HIV/AIDS,  but  people 
don’t  think  about  that  because  it  doesn’t  hold 
the  stigma,  the  excitement,  and  the  drama. 

Marea:  There’s  been  hysteria  around  this 
before,  but  the  climate  is  such  that  it  looks 
like  this  [legislation]  may  pass.  It’s  as  strong 
possibility,  stronger  than  ever,  that  there  are 
going  to  be  jail  sentences  for  doctors.  They 
don’t  really  talk  about  nurses,  needless  to 
say. 

Joan:  Nurses  are  nice  little  girls  in  white! 
(i laughter )  They’re  little  virgins — Florence 
Nightingale  would  never  have  HIV. 

Marea:  What  do  you  think  this  is  going  to 
mean?  I’ve  heard  stories  about  panicked 
doctors  calling  up  their  own  providers  and 
people  are  flooding  anonymous  testing  sites, 
trying  to  plan  for  their  futures. 

Joan:  Well,  if  I  were  a  physician  I  would 
be  getting  myself  anonymously  tested  so  I 
would  know  what  my  risk  of  prosecution  or 
vigilante  victimization  would  be.  But  it’s  a 
really  scary  situation.  There  are  a  lot  of 
doctor-patient  relationships  that  are  at  risk 
and  this  pervasive  air  of  mistrust.  If  all  the 
HIV  positive  providers  are  not  allowed  to 
practice  who’s  going  to  take  care  of  patients 
with  HIV  or  AIDS?  Those  providers  who 
aren’t  already  positive  aren’t  going  to  want 
to  touch  them.  They're  not  going  to  want  to 
take  the  risk.  Is  this  a  mutual  testing  wave? 
Do  you  test  all  your  patients  because  you’ve 
been  tested  and  you’re  negative  and  you 
want  to  make  sure  they  all  are? 

What's  going  to  happen  it  you’re  HIV 
positive  with  high  T-cells  and  you’re  healthy, 
basically  well?  What  are  you  going  to  do 
with  your  life  if  you  can’t  practice?  You 
might  have  spent  10  years  getting  your 
training  and  it’s  all  going  to  be  for  naught, 
for  yourself  as  well  as  in  terms  of  what  you 
can  contribute.  Or  will  people  be  restricted  to 
“general  medicine"  with  prohibitions  on 
anything  “invasive?"  That's  the  big  thing 
now.  Is  putting  a  stitch  in  someone  invasive? 
In  one  institution  they  say  yes,  in  another 
they  say  no. 

Marea:  Yes,  or  what’s  safe  procedure 
with  ragged  cuticules  or  cuts?  The 
possibilities  are  endless.  The  other  point  is 
with  the  so-called  high  risk  populations  there 
are  still  strong  efforts  being  made — some 
already  successful — to  use  mandatory 
testing.  And  testing  is  being  done  without 
informed  consent  all  over  the  place,  whether 
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it’s  with  poor  inner  city  women  and 
newborns,  addicts  admitted  under  adverse 
circumstances,  whatever.  And  still  basic 
questions  haven’t  been  addressed  in 
responsible,  sane  ways.  What  difference 
would  testing  make  if  universal  precautions 
were  followed  routinely  in  health  care 
settings?  Testing  is  not  a  solution  but  results 
entail  carrying  vulnerability,  a  label,  a 
stigma,  and  lime  again  test  results  provide  “a 
tool”  to  separate  out  undesirables. 

Joan:  Physicians  don’t  want  to  be  in  a 
position  of  being  police  or  policing  each 
other  around  infection  control  practices. 
They'd  rather  have  a  kind  of  sweep  of  all 
those  dirty  people  with  HIV  and  leave  clean, 
grandfatherly  physicians  in  control  as  they’ve 
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always  beat. 

Marea:  And  I  wonder,  you  know,  are  they 
going  to  have  the  test  administered  nationally 
once  a  year?  National  Testing  Day  for 
Doctors?  ( laughter )  Who’s  going  to  cut  off 
their  insurance  or  bear  those  costs?  Their 
malpractice  premiums?  It's  nightmarish. 
Maybe  national  health  care  would  actually 
happen  out  of  the  nightmare. 

Joan:  It  is  a  nightmare  and  it’s  completely 
misdirected  anxiety.  But  it’s  Jesse  Helms. 

Marea:  Capitalizing  again  on  fear  and 
bigotry. 

Joan:  Unfortunately,  he’s  got  a  lot  of 
people  right  behind  him. 

Marea:  Yes,  and  again  it  gets  back  to 
misunderstanding  about  what  the  test  is — the 


so-called  AIDS  Test.  Same  old  story,  1990s 
version.  I  guess  I  wanted  to  make  a  few 
points  on  misdirected  testing  both  in  terms  of 
addicts  and  in  terms  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women  and  misunderstandings  about  testing 
there. 

I’ve  seen  a  number  of  addicts  over  the 
years  and  detox  clinics  are  and  have  been 
testing  people  on  admission.  It  remains  a 
controversial  practice  for  many  reasons, 
including  the  lack  of  understanding  of  what 
the  test  indicates — not  only  on  the  part  of 
individual  addicts  and  alcoholics  but 
disturbingly  and  continuously  also  on  the  part 
z  of  practitioners,  physicians  and  otherwise, 
2  who  administer  the  test 
i  Joan:  With  permission? 
oo  Marea:  Sometimes.  Sometimes  not.  It’s 
w  always  up  in  the  air  whether  someone  just 
u-  coming  down,  or  detoxing  is  aware  of  what 
they  are  consenting  to,  what  dynamics  play 
w  into  submitting  to  what  the  “experts”  say. 
</>  Often  people  faced  with  getting  clean  and 
sober  are  also  facing  the  possibility  of  testing 
positive,  not  necessarily  with  appropriate 
counseling,  and  being  put  out  on  the  street 
inside  a  week  (or  less  if  they  leave  or 
whatever)  with  the  proverbial  “death 
sentence.”  That’s  often  how  people  interpret 
it  or  as  punishment  or  payback,  whatever. 
Joan:  And  it  is  not  anonymous  testing. 
Marea:  No.  Particularly  if  insurance  or 
Medicaid  is  being  billed. 

Joan:  Probably  not  even  confidential. 
Marea:  Frequently  not.  And  there  have 
been  stories,  for  years  this  has  been  going  on, 
of  people  shamed  and  stigmatized  by  the 
blood  precaution  stickers  placed  on  their 
doors,  whether  they’ve  tested  or  not.  It’s 
often  simply  because  somebody  thought  they 
fit  the  criterion  for  “high  risk”  whether  it  be 
injection  drug  use,  skin  color,  class  or 
sexuality,  all  of  them.  Or  there  are  rumors 
going  around,  especially  if  it  is  a  gay 
person — male  or  female — on  the  floor  or 
ward,  so  that’s  still  going  on. 

I  had  an  experience  where  I  knew  someone 
admitted  to  an  inpatient  detox  in  the  suburbs. 
The  person  had  shared  needles  over  the  week 
of  slipping  and  sliding  and  the  physician 
called  me  and  said  he  thought  this  person 
should  be  tested.  And  I  just  didn’t  understand 
what  his  point  was  at  all.  The  patient  was 
already  suicidal;  if  transmission  had  occurred 
through  needle  sharing  (and  this  was  new 
behavior)  there  was  no  way  it  would  show  up 
on  an  HIV  test  made  within  hours.  The 
primary  goal  as  I  saw  it  was  to  get  the 
woman  detoxed,  back  into  sobriety  and  able 
to  make  the  decision  herself  about  whether 
she  was  ready  to  have  the  information  such  a 
test  would  indicate. 

They  physician’s  response  was,  “Well,  do 
you  think  there  is  any  reason  this  person 
might  have  been  exposed  to  HIV  before?  Do 
you  think  there  was  any  reason  this  person 
might  test  positive?” 

Joan:  So  what? 

Marea:  Yes,  so  what  and  why  are  you 
pushing  testing  if  you’re  assuming  she’s 
negative  and  she’s  just  getting  detoxed? 
What  was  the  psychology  going  on?  It  was 
very  paternalistic — not  to  say  unethical, 
really — to  be  asking  me  what  I  thought  was 
best  for  her.  She  did  ask  me  for  my  advice 
and  I  told  her  I  honestly  thought  she  could 
handle  her  result  better  once  she  was 
stabilized.  Besides  waiting  the  three  to  six  or 
however  many  months  would  also  make  the 
most  accurate  test  result  based  on  the  very 
recent  risky  behaviors. 

Generally,  I  suggest  that  people  are 
stabilized,  that  someone  is  clean  and  sober 
with  some  time,  unless  their  HIV  anxiety  is 
so  high  that  their  ability  to  maintain  sobriety 
is  on  the  line,  or  they're  experiencing 
symptoms  which  may  be  related  to  HIV. 

So,  lest  we  think  things  have  changed  that 
much  with  “widespread  testing,”  I’ve  seen 
just  incredible,  incredible  misinformation  and 
Continued  on  page  12 
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ACCOMMODATIONS  COUNSEUNQ 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Eagerly  Road 
8o«ton.  MA  02115 
(617)267  2262 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
7  Haviland  SL 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900*413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  By  Voice  Tel 
PHONE  ANSWERING 
6  MESSAGING 
Decree).  Password  protected 
National  network. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MUUJKEN  ARCHITECTS  WC. 
161  Mass.  Ave..  Suite  312 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeflrey  Mulliken,  A1A 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  inaurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  9  6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  •Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambrkfga/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs,  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison,  LCSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LCSW 
(506)  475-6950 
BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

BELLV1LLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Stoneharrv.  MA 
(617)  438-8155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  432-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Individual,  oouples,  and  group 
counseling  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St. 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)267-0900  x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rod  den, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  727-4749 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

JACQUELINE 
HANNIGAN,  UCSW 

HIV+?  Depressed?  Let's  talk. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (508)  922-6613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  M  A  021 39 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

DR.  LAURIE  LIVINGSTON 
Licensed  psychologist 
Anxiety,  Phobia,  Stress 
1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

MRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacremento  St. 

CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

DEBRA  a  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  ParicMA02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 


ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Wkhin 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  semcel  -800-383  2978 
MA  tcs  A 7299  •  NH  Ice  3697 
ME  ic*3269  OB/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

a  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  SaL  9-5  Wed.-Frl. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling,  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th.  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage,  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston.  MA 
(617)  267-0900  x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
commris  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 


Marketplace  5th  FI  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

LE WINGER  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hingham,  Ma  (617)  740-1001 
(506)224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

QUALITY  UMOUSINE 

Boston's  only  all-gay 
limousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  6  lesbian  community  in 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  M A  021 30 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
"Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)4467872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Sen/ice  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston,  M  A  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  spacious 

Victorian  1/2  house  &  attic. 

3+  Brs,  slate  roof,  fp,  near 
college.  130‘s,  call.  Info 
(508)  745-6867 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston'6  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St. 

In  Downtown  Boston 
(617)3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021X 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Cenlfied  Public  Accountant 
888  Washington  St. 

Dedham,  MA  02026 
(617)461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cerl.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcrofl  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  Si. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWffS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 
Private  balhs.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  wait  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM,  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM.Sun.  9PM-1  AM 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


The  cultural 
(mis)appropriation  of 
a  brain  cell  study? 

The  media,  the  motive  and  the  hypothalmi  of  gay  men 


By  Kathryn  E.  Diaz 

mblazoned  atop  its  logotype,  the 
September  9,  1991  issue  of  Time 
magazine  asked,  “ARE  GAY  MEN 
BORN  THAT  WAY?"  Perhaps  the  editors  of 
Time  really  wanted  to  ask,  “Are  gay  men 
bom  that  way?” 

Time  typified  the  mainstream  press’s 
sensationalist  coverage  of  Dr.  Simon 
LeVay’s  study  of  brain  cells  of  “presumed” 
(the  word  is  his)  straight  and  gay  men.  The 
coverage  not  only  discussed  whether  biology 
is  destiny  but  it  also  delved  into — sometimes 
unknowingly — the  contested  terrain  of 
nature/nurture,  nature/culture  and  sex/gender. 
Throughout,  the  gay  community  was 
represented  as  the  “other”;  it  could  not 
represent  itself.  The  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  which 
publishes  Science,  did  not  even  bother  to 
send  its  press  release  or  advance  sheets  of  the 
article  to  the  gay  press  for  reporting  or 
comment;  of  course,  the  straight  press 
received  such  materials  in  a  timely  manner 
and  reported  on  the  study  even  before 
subscribers  had  received  it  (the  publication  is 
not  available  at  newsstands). 

The  same  press  that  a  week  earlier  decried 
as  fascistic  the  Soviet  Union’s  brain  studies 
of  long-dead  geniuses  and  leaders  of  the 
Republic  celebrated  a  brain  study  of  people 
who  died  of  AIDS.  The  representation  of  gay 
men  through  photographs,  not  words,  in  the 
Time  article  is  telling.  In  the  table  of  contents 
appears  a  picture  of  two  white  men  holding 
hands.  Both  have  blond  hair,  moustaches,  the 
same  muscular  build.  Both  are  sporting  t- 
shirts  that  say  “Mr.  Right”  and  both  are 
wearing  white  shorts.  The  picture 
accompanying  the  article  is  of  two  white 
men,  one  with  his  arm  around  the  other.  Both 
are  balding  with  closely  cropped  beards  and 
both  are  wearing  Keith  Haring  t-shirts.  The 
message  is  not  that  all  gay  men  are  “clones,” 
for  surely  the  two  pairs  do  not  look  alike. 
Rather,  the  message  is  that  gay  men  seek 
partners  that  mirror  themselves;  they  are 
twins  of  sorts — and  the  biological  proof 
exists. 

But  is  their  sameness  the  result  of 
deliberative  acts  (grooming,  clothing)  or  the 
result  of  biology?  The  result  of  nature,  or 
(gay)  culture?  Moreover,  their  state,  or 
perhaps  “condition”  is  depicted  as  infantile, 
dressed  identically  as  parents  suit  up  their 
toddler  twins.  The  message  is  that  gay  men 
are  the  inverse  of  heterosexuals,  for  what 
heterosexual  couple  could  ever  look  so  much 
alike? 

Contrast  this  depiction  of  potential 
subjects  of  the  study  with  how  Simon  LeVay 
himself  was  portrayed  in  the  popular  media. 
Although  in  reality  he  worked  with  tiny 
slices  of  brain  tissue,  photographs  typically 
showed  LeVay  holding  in  his  hand  an  entire 
unmutilated  human  brain,  probing  it  with  an 
instrument,  a  scientist-god  divining  the 
mysteries  of  the  brain,  and  therefore 
humanity  itself.  Is  this  because  it  would  be 
too  boring  if  he  was  shown  as  he  actually  is, 
peering  through  a  microscope  at  little  cell 
scatterings?  Would  readers  be  incredulous 
that  such  methods  could  unlock  the  mysteries 
of  sexuality? 

The  study  itself  is  limited  in  scope.  LeVay, 
a  scientist  with  the  Salk  Institute  in  La  Jolla, 
Calif.,  concerned  himself  with  four  particular 
nuclei  in  the  hypothalamus,  called  1NAH 
1,2,3  and  4.  Previous  studies  allegedly 
demonstrated  that  two  small  groups  of  the 
neurons  were  larger  in  men  than  women. 
LeVay  compared  the  nuclei  of  41  persons:  18 
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homosexuals  and  one  bisexual  who  had  so 
declared  themselves  before  death,  all  of 
whom  died  of  AIDS;  16  “presumed” 
heterosexuals,  6  who  died  of  AIDS,  10  who 
died  of  other  causes;  and  9  “presumed” 
heterosexual  women,  one  who  died  of  AIDS. 
LeVay  found  no  significant  differences  in 
three  of  the  nuclei,  but  he  did  find 
differences  between  the  supposed  straight 
men  and  straight  women  and  the  supposed 
straight  men  and  homosexual  men  with 
respect  to  nucleus  INAH3:  in  LeVay's 
words,  it  exhibited  dimorphism,  that  is 
different  properties  in  the  same  species,  here, 
the  scattering  of  cells.  The  cells  in  the 
nucleus  were  spread  out  over  a  larger  area. 
INAH3  was  presumed  to  be  the  nucleus  that 
correlated  to  sexual  orientation. 

LeVay  concludes  his  study  by  humbly 
stating, 

The  discovery  that  a  nucleus  differs 
in  size  between  heterosexual  and 
homosexual  men  illustrates  that 
sexual  orientation  in  humans  is 
amenable  to  study  at  the  biological 
level.  Further  interpretation  of  the 
results  must  be  considered 
speculative.  In  particular,  the  results 
do  not  allow  one  to  decide  if  the  size 
of  INAH  3  in  an  individual  is  the 
cause  or  consequence  of  sexual 
orientation.  .  .  ( Science ,  Vol.  253, 

August  30,  1991  at  1036). 

Which  is  worse  to  contemplate,  that  you 
were  bom  different,  or  that  the  punishment 
for  acting  on  your  desires  will  be  a  scarlet 
letter  in  your  brain?  And  if  you  chose 
celibacy  because  the  second  prospect  was  too 
much  to  bear,  where  would  that  place  you  in 
the  scheme  of  things? 

When  asked  whether  the  results  of  his 
study  were  misconstrued  or  blown  out  of 
proportion  by  commentators  who  interpreted 
them  as  tending  to  prove  an  innate  biological 
correlate  to  homosexuality,  LeVay  was 
equivocal,  even  contradictory  at  times,  but 
ultimately  approving  of  such  an 
interpretation.  While  he  was  forthright  with 
GCN  about  the  shortcomings  of  his  study, 
even  stating,  “I  am  embarrassed  about  having 
to  simplify  things  down  to  19  of  this  and  16 
of  that  as  if  that’s  how  men  come.”  He 
added,  “The  question  that  people  are  really 
interested  in  is:  what  causes  people  to  be  gay 
or  straight,  which  is  not  anything  one  could 
surmise  from  the  article.  It  only  opened  up  a 
new  avenue  [of  research].  But  still,  I  have  to 
say  that  what  we  know  from  work  on  minds 
is  that  we  would  expect  homosexuality  to 
have  arisen  early  in  life  and  that  it  is  tied  to 
events  in  fetal  or  early  life  and  not  later.  The 
work  tends  to  support  the  idea  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  socialization.” 

Others  would  disagree.  Notes  Anne 
Fausto-Sterling,  professor  of  medical  science 
at  Brown  University  and  author  of  Myths  of 
Gender:  Biological  Theories  About  Women 
and  Men,  “I  am  bothered  by  a  number  of 
technical  aspects  of  the  article.  These  include 
one,  the  fact  that  nothing  is  known  about  the 
actual  sexual  behavior  of  the  supposedly 
straight  men  used  in  the  study,  two,  that  there 
were  only  six  straight  and  no  gay  women  in 
the  study,  three,  that  the  range  of  sizes  found 
for  the  special  “sexuality”  area  of  the  brain 
almost  completely  overlapped  in  the  gay  and 
straight  samples;  and  four,  that  all  of  the  gay 
men  in  the  study  died  of  AIDS,  a  disease 
known  to  cause  [cognitive  impairment]  and 
brain  degeneration.” 

LeVay  placed  the  study’s  one  bisexual 
man  in  the  “gay  group.”  What  if  this  man 
mostly  got  sexual  pleasure  from  women,  but 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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12-step  program  of 
love 

‘Breathe  deep’ — the  Adults  are  back 


SUnSCftlBf 


TURN  TO  THE  BACK  PAGE  AND  FILL  OUT 
OUR  EASY  TO  USE  FORM 


By  Rebecca  Lavine 

It  was  a  dark  and  noisy  evening  at  Venus 
De  Milo,  the  if-in-doubt-wear-black 
dance  club  in  Boston.  The  smoke  had 
begun  to  glide  to  the  high  ceiling. The  crowd 
was  varied.  Carefully  coiffed  gay  boys  in 
Italian  clothes  gabbed  at  one  table,  and  a  few 
leatherdykes  lounged  against  the  bar.  Faeries 
in  beards  and  long  skirts  weaved  through  the 
crowd  handing  out  leaflets.  Women  with 
long  hair,  big  earrings  and  tennis  shoes 
glanced  around  excitedly,  and  all  types  of 
queers  in  Levis  and  white  t-shirts  drank  beer 
and  cruised.  If  nothing  else,  people  were 
checking  out  the  scenery.  Two  people  were 
chatting  about  the  evening’s  entertainment. 

“So,  you’re  saying,  they’re  like,  a  cabaret 
group?" 

“Yeah,  mostly.” 

“How...  unusual.” 

In  an  era  when  the  new  uppity  queer  scene 
seems  best  portrayed  by  nubile 
punk/hardcore  bands  screaming  out  songs 
with  political  sensibility  nearly  concealed  by 
the  decibel  level,  Adult  Children  of 
Heterosexuals  is  indeed  an  unusual  scene.  An 
avant-garde,  sex -positive  look  coupled  with  a 
hard-edged  political  message  — delivered 
cabaret  style?  What  self-respecting  queer 
would  miss  the  chance  to  check  it  out? 


And  people  have  been  turning  out  to  get  an 
earful — and  eyeful.  While  ACOH’s  musical 
style  and  political  punch  may  well  separate 
the  group  as  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the 
country,  it  could  be  argued  that  it  is  the 
show’s  look  that  has  been  drawing  the 
audiences,  and  rivetting  them. 

Abe  Rybeck  is  without  a  doubt  the  star  of 
the  show;  the  big  banana  (as  it  were). 
Rybeck’s  enjoyment  in  drawing  audience 
members  in  and  bantering  with  them  is 
unmistakably  evident.  His  humor  is  campy 
and  peculiar  and  he  never  moves  away  from 
a  radical  edge.  Rybeck’s  songs  stay  with  you. 
The  melodies  are  simple  and  the  words  are 
often  biting,  a  potent  combination  that  is 
difficult  to  dislodge  from  your  memory.  The 
sarcastic  humor  with  which  he  delivers  his 
message  gives  it  a  particular  impact.  A  good 
example  of  this  is  the  re-write  of  “Que  Sera, 
Sera,”  a  song  that  begins  on  the  premise  of 
Rybeck  asking  his  mother  what  would 
happen  when  he  grew  up: 

Will  I  be  beaten  up? 

Will  I  be  fag  bashed? 

Will  I  get  HIV? 

Que  sera,  sera 
whatever  will  be,  will  be 
the  future’s  not  ours  to  see, 
que  sera,  sera 

Continued  on  page  13 


Drawing  connections 

Transition  House,  the  Cambridge  battered  women’s  shelter, 
celebrates  its  fifteenth  anniversary 


By  Allison  Freeman 

I  speak  once  a  week  with  a  lesbian  friend 
who  works  as  the  child  advocate  in  a 
battered  women’s  shelter  in  Georgia. 
Throughout  the  time  she  has  worked  there, 
the  issue  of  how  “out”  she  is  able  to  be  has 
been  a  major  concern.  There  was  one 
frightening  period  of  time  in  which  the 
funding  of  the  shelter  was  at  issue  because  it 
was  known  that  lesbians  ran  the  place.  More 
recently,  one  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  was  concerned  that  the  staff  wasn’t 
dressing  in  a  feminine  enough  fashion  at 
meetings.  It  is  ironic  that  my  friend  gives  her 
time  and  energy  to  prevent  violence  against 
women  and  children,  when  in  turn  the  board 
and  funders  ask  my  friend  to  live  and  dress 
by  their  own  guidelines. 

1  think  of  a  recent  incident  in  my  own  life. 
I  was  on  the  T,  minding  my  own  business, 
coming  home  from  school.  At  Park  Street, 
two  red-faced,  stocky  men  boarded  the  train 
and  took  special  notice  of  me.  My  first 
warning  was  a  snatch  of  conversation 
“...looks  like  those  women  in  college  who..." 
Then  they  started  loudly  discussing  “faggots" 
and  lesbians  (1  guess  “dyke"  slipped  their 
minds)  and  the  conversation  diverged  into  a 
discussion  of  the  joys  of  gang  rape  and 
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culminated  in  the  comment,  “I  just  don’t 
know  how  a  woman  could  choose  to  be  with 
a  woman  instead  of  a  man.” 

I  see  a  clear  connection  between  all  of 
these  things,  an  obvious  link  between 
homophobia  and  violence  against  women.  It 
shocks  me  when  organizations  working  to 
end  violence  against  women  and  children 
refuse  to  draw  this  connection.  Women  who 
work  on  a  battered  women’s  hotline  often 
listed  listen  to  heterosexual  women  recount 
that  directly  before  being  battered  they  were 
accused  of  being  lesbian. 

I  have  been  threatened  by  men  several 
times  with  homophobic  violence,  and  in  not 
one  of  those  instances  has  the  man  known  for 
a  fact  that  I  was  a  lesbian  (all  I  was  guilty  of 
was  wearing  baggy  clothes,  or  walking  home 
from  a  movie  with  a  female  friend,  or 
refusing  to  “Smile,  honey.”)  The  syllogism 
goes  something  like  this:  If  lesbians  live  their 
lives  independent  of  men,  and  women  are 
attacked  for  being/seeming  lesbian,  then 
women  are  attacked  for  living  their  lives 
independent  of  men.  Any  organization  that 
proclaims  to  fight  for  women’s  freedom 
(freedom  from  fear,  freedom  from  violence, 
freedom  to  choose)  would  have  to  include 
the  fight  against  homophobia  and 
heterosexism  in  its  agenda. 

Transition  House,  the  Cambridge,  Mass., 
battered  women's  shelter  is  one  organization 
that  fights  for  the  end  of  violence  in  the  lives 
of  all  women,  be  they  lesbian,  bisexual  or 
heterosexual.  The  organization  runs  a  17-bed 
shelter,  a  24-hour  hotline,  support  groups, 
advocacy  services,  and  educational  programs 
for  teens  and  adults.  Transition  House  is 
collectively  run,  and  therefore  takes  into 
account  the  differing  agendas  of  its  members. 

While  there  have  been  consistent  efforts  to 
rid  the  shelter  of  homophobia  and  make  it  a 
safe  and  welcoming  place  for  all  women,  the 
shelter’s  Battered  Lesbian  Committee  is 
making  strides  in  this  direction.  The 
committee  was  formed  to  address  the  needs 
of  lesbian  and  bisexual  women  who  are 
being  or  have  been  battered.  Plans  for  the 
Continued  on  page  13 
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occasionally  found  sex  with  men  quite 
exciting  and  enjoyable?  LeVay’s  assumption 
(which  may  have  a  sexist  element  to  it)  is 
that  the  man’s  preference  must  have  been  for 
men,  so  he  belongs  in  the  gay  category.  Such 
studies  cannot  account  for  the  fluidity  and 
complexity  of  sexuality.  Fausto-Sterling 
says,  “The  study’s  rationale  confuses 
sexuality  with  gender  roles,  placing  both  on  a 
single  continuum.  Would,  for  example,  a 
stereotypically  masculine  homosexual  (i.e.  a 
football  player)  be  expected  to  have  a 
feminine  brain?  In  fact  this  formulation 
ignores  current  work  in  animal  behavior 
which  suggests  that  masculinity  and 
femininity  are  not  mutually  exclusive.” 
Certainly,  one’s  sexuality  varies  depending 
on  one’s  mood  or  social  circumstances.  What 
does  LeVay  make  of  butch-bottoms  and 
femme-tops,  for  example?  What  of  the  high 
percentage  of  “otherwise  straight”  men  in 
prisons  who  engage  in  sex  with  other  men 
during  the  period  of  their  incarceration,  but 
not  after? 

The  insensitive  or  harmful  and  anti¬ 
intellectual  yen  for  constructing  difference 
(from  the  dominant  culture,  from  the  elites) 
at  the  biological  level  is  an  old  one.  The 
historical  and  social  context  of  the  study,  at  a 
time  when  people  with  AIDS  are  already 
labelled  “defects”  as  much  for  how  they 
contracted  the  illness  as  for  the  condition 
itself,  and  the  long  and  baneful  history  of 
brain  studies  on  politically  marginalized 
groups — women  and  Black  people  in 
particular — is  significant  and  accounts  for 
some  skeptics’  view  of  such  studies. 

Evelynn  Hammonds,  a  doctoral  student  at 
Harvard  in  the  history  of  medicine  notes,  “It 
used  to  be  assumed  that  men  needed  energy 
to  do  brain  work  and  women  needed  energy 
to  do  reproductive  work  and  that  therefore 
women  should  not  be  educated.  There  were 
even  studies  at  places  like  Wellesley  to  see  if 
womens’  brains  and  reproductive  cycles  had 
changed  during  college.” 

And  yet  even  those,  such  as  Stephen  Jay 
Gould  who  highlighted  the  ignominious 
history  of  scientific  racism  and  biological 
determinism  in  his  1981  book  The 
Mismeasure  of  Man,  cautiously  responded  to 
the  issue  of  biological  destiny  for 
homosexuality.  When  asked  by  GCN  about  t 
LeVay’s  study,  he  replied,  “No  comment.  I 
am  not  a  brain  scientist.”  But  he  added,  “The 
notion  itself  is  not  implausible,  although 
there  is  a  problem  with  all  biological 
argumentation  [because  it  has  so  often 
proven  wrong],  but  there  can  be  overuse  of 
social  explanations  which  swing  the 
pendulum  too  far  the  other  way.”  Gould 
emphasizes  in  his  work  that  science  is  a 
creative,  socially  embedded  process  and  that 
scientists,  often  unintentionally,  were 
prejudicially  motivated  in  their  decisions 
about  what  to  study,  their  methodology  and 
interpretations  of  results. 

What  motivated  Simon  LeVay?  Foremost 
that  he  is  gay. 

“I’ve  always  been  intensely  curious  about 
my  sexuality  and  I  always  intended  to  work 
on  this  issue,  but  I  couldn’t  until  other 
researchers  studied  it  too.  To  me,  it  seemed 
the  most  natural  thing  to  do.  Just  because 
some  see  it  as  stereotyping,  pigeon  holing  or 
saying  there’s  some  deficiency,  I  don’t  think 
it  is  being  taken  that  way.  Historically,  there 
were  studies  of  male-female  differences  [by] 
researchers  who  were  thought  to  be 
prejudicial  [against  women]  who  said  there 
were  intrinsic  differences  [between  the 
sexes].  Now,  there  is  no  question  anymore 
that  there  are  differences  between  males  and 
females  at  [the  level  of  the  brain],  but  you 
must  preface  that  by  saying  there  is  an 
overlap  both  ways  with  both  sexes.” 

LeVay’s  historical  reference  is  significant. 
He  fails  to  acknowledge  a  host  of  studies  and 
experiments  performed  on  homosexuals  that 
have  been  proven  fatally  flawed.  Even  the 
esteemed  journal  Science  has  published 
studies  with  complicity  that  could  not  be 
duplicated  relating  to  purported  anatomical 
differences  between  men  and  women  and 
homosexuals  and  heterosexuals.  Dr.  William 
M.  Byne  wrote  in  a  Sept.  19  letter  to  the  New 
York  Times: 

[I]n  recent  years  Science  has 
published  provocative,  sexually  and 
politically  charged  studies  that 
enjoyed  widespread  news  media 
coverage  and  acceptance  by  the 
scientific  community  before  being 
discredited  ...  (1)  A  study  claiming 
to  demonstrate  a  sex  difference  in 
the  splenium,  a  portion  of  the  brain 
connecting  its  two  halves  ( Science , 

No.  216,  pages  1431-32  1982). 

Owing  to  premature  acceptance  of 
this  “finding” — popularly 

interpreted  as  the  biological 
explanation  for  gender  differences  in 
social  roles,  aptitudes  and 
achievements — it  is  entrenched  in 
the  scientific  literature,  where  it  is 
unlikely  to  be  dislodged  for  years. 

Studies  published  by  at  least  six 
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independent  research  groups 
subsequently  failed  to  detect  the 
reported  sex  difference.  (2)  A  claim 
that  a  hormonal  test  could 
distinguish  between  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  men  ( Science ,  No.  225, 
pages  1496-99,  1984).  .  .  also  failed 
duplication.... 

Since  science  is  the  product  of  fallible 
humans  influenced  wittingly  or  not  by 
society,  it  can  never  be  “pure."  That  is,  it  can 
never  speak  the  whole  truth.  This  is  not  to 
say  that  science  can  never  in  discrete  areas 
identify  and  locate  verifiable  phenomena  in 
nature,  but  that  the  study  itself  may  be 
irrelevant,  compared  to  its  social 
implications.  As  Evelynn  Hammonds  notes, 
“The  discovery  of  biological  difference 
won’t  make  any  difference  with  what  people 
believe  with  respect  to  homosexuality.  It 
only  reinforces  the  concept  of  it  as  a  disease 
by  either  implying  one,  ‘they’  can’t  help  it  or 
two,  ‘we’  can  fix  it  and  then  we  won’t  have 
to  deal  with  homosexuality.  Just  because 
they  find  a  fix,  a  cure,  a  magic  bullet  does 
not  mean  the  stigma  is  lifted.  Scientific  facts 
about  something  stigmatized  do  not  mean  it 
won’t  be  stigmatized.” 

LeVay  seemed  puzzled  when  asked  about 
negative  repercussions  of  the  study,  that  gay 
men  would  be  viewed  as  “defects.”  "Society 
as  a  whole  is  smart  enough  to  assimilate 
these  ideas  and  while  there  are  intrinsic 
differences,  not  to  pigeon  hole  ...  I  don’t 
think  gays  and  lesbians  have  any  reason  to  be 
threatened  by  findings  or  differences  or 
causes.”  LeVay  is  as  optimistic  about  future 
studies  as  he  is  about  prejudice  in  the  U.S. 
He  hopes  to  do  a  study  using  imaging 
techniques  on  the  brains  of  living  people  who 
could  be  interviewed  about  their  sexuality. 

LeVay’s  study  spoke  to  his  experience  and 
those  of  many  gay  men,  in  his  opinion. 
“Basically  I  tend  to  sympathize  with  people 
who  say  this  proves  what  I  have  always 
thought — that  I  was  bom  that  way.  That  it 
wasn’t  thought  processes  or  interpersonal 
relationships  later  in  life.”  He  admitted  that 
he  is  mostly  in  contact  with  “white,  educated 
gay  men”  for  such  opinions  and  that  it 
doesn’t  speak  to  the  experiences  of  many  gay 
men,  lesbians  and  bisexuals.  As  Evelynn 
Hammonds  notes,  “We  have  had  in  our 
community  intense  debates  about  sexual 
orientation  versus  preference. ..the  way 
lesbians  talk  about  these  issues  is  different 
from  gay  men.. .there  is  a  schism  in  the 
community. ..but  [the  commentary  on  the 
study]  assumes  a  monolithic  gay  community, 
that  we’ve  settled  this  issue,  which  we 
haven’t.  The  real  point  is  why  was  it  front¬ 
page  news?  The  subtext  is  really  important. 
Why  were  various  gay  organizations  polled? 
Again,  it  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  mainstream 
America  to  be  rid  of  homosexuality  [at  a  time 
when  gay  people  are  organizing  politically 
and  are  increasingly  visible],  ACT  UP,  for 
instance,  has  been  too  vocal.” 

Discussions  of  whether  homosexuality  is 
biologically  determined  are  chock  full  of 
tension  and  emotion;  unintended  alliances 
are  ironically  brought  to  the  surface.  The 
upshot  is  that  disparate  experiences  of 
millions  of  gay  people  cannot  be  conflated 
into  scattered  cells  in  one  region  of  the 
hypothalamus.  Most  obviously  ignored  is  the 
experience  of  bisexuals,  often  regarded  as  an 
enigma  by  both  gay  and  straight  people. 
Many  gay  men  and  lesbians  knew  from  early 
childhood  that  they  were  different,  “queer.” 
Others  did  not  have  an  inkling  of  preference 
for  the  same  sex  until  adulthood.  The  former 
group  may  find  solace  in  studies  such  as 
LeVay’s,  for  as  historian  Jennifer  Terry 
suggests  they  may  believe  it  will  relieve 
them  of  the  pressure  to  become  heterosexual. 
The  latter  may  be  troubled  by  it,  caught 
between  their  very  different  experience  and 
perhaps  some  internalized  homophobia  over 
not  wishing  to  be  viewed  as  a  “defect,”  and 
yet  not  knowing  how  to  bridge  their 
experience  with  the  former  group.  The  bridge 
is  bigotry  towards  all  gay  people  who  “act” 
on  it. 

Many  liberal  straight  people  and  many  gay 
people  cited  for  comment  in  the  mainstream 
press  applauded  LeVay’s  study.  The 
reactions  are  replete  with  happy  expectancy 
of  enhanced  legal  protections  and  greater 
tolerance.  If  sexuality  is  an  immutable 
characteristic,  then  perhaps  gay  people  won’t 
be  discriminated  against,  the  reasoning  goes. 
Yet  one  need  look  no  farther  than  the  recent 
spate  of  Supreme  Court  cases  turning  the 
clock  back  on  the  rights  of  women  and 
people  of  color  or  the  tenor  of  the  Thomas 
confirmation  hearings,  or  the  prejudice 
reflected  covertly  and  overtly  in  the  legal 
reasoning  of  the  Hardwick  decision  by  a 
Supreme  Court  more  liberal  than  the  present 
one  to  realize  that  an  immutable 
characteristic  does  not  a  right  make.  No  one, 
save  the  scientist  his/herself,  is  immune  from 
experiments  conceived  out  of  prejudices  and 
stereotypes,  conscious  or  not.  1  await  the 
study  that  says  lesbians  have  a  region  of  the 
hypothalamus  that  resembles  straight  men.  I 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Continued  from  page  8 
horror  stories  continue  to  occur. 

Joan:  Didn’t  you  also  go  through  an 
experience  or  hear  about  an  incident  where 
someone  was  given  their  positive  result  at 
discharge? 

Marea:  Yes,  from  a  rehab  program  in  this 
state.  That  was  fairly  recent  as  well.  He  was 
tested  because  he  was  a  gay  man.  He  fit  into 
the  “high  risk  category”  and  the  physician  on 
duty  thought  it  “would  be  good  for”  him  to 
know.  No  counseling,  no  semblance  of 
informed  consent.  An  arrangement  was 
made — once  concerned  parties  were  made 
aware  that  he  had  been  informed  he  was 
positive  and  was  being  discharged  that 
day — to  keep  him  a  while  longer  so  he’d 
have  some  base  to  stand  on  when  he  got  out. 
This  stuff  happens  every  day  in  this  country. 

Another  thing,  in  terms  of  women — and 
this  has  happened  a  few  times  for  me — 
women  come  in  and  announce  that  they’ve 
just  gotten  tested  or  their  doctor 
recommended  that  they  get  tested  so  they 
said  “sure.”  Or  their  girlfriend  wanted  them 
to  be  tested — because  they  have  an  addiction 
or  alcoholism  history  or  whatever  — 
perceived  or  actual  risks  in  the  past.  Some  of 
the  questions  are,  well,  what  happens  if 
you’re  positive?  What  do  you  understand 
that  to  mean?  What  about  if  you’re  negative? 
Are  you  then  “clean”  as  in  safe  to... 

Joan:  Lick  blood? 

Marea:  ( laughs )  Yeah,  lick  blood. 

And  what  about  those  girlfriends  anyway. 
The  sort  of  presumption  of  negative  status  on 
the  part  of  lesbians  and  probably  less  so 
bisexually  identified  or  straight  women.. .and 
a  more  casual  entry  into  testing  is  extremely 
disturbing  to  me.  I  don’t  find  that  with  gay 
and  bisexual  men.  I  have  with  straight  men. 

One  of  the  reasons  I  wanted  to  do  this 
interview  and  come  out  as  a  woman,  a  dyke 
who  has  been  tested,  talking  about  my  own 
testing  experiences  is  because  I’m  so 
disturbed  by  this  phenomenon  that  many 
women  and  men  believe  “Oh,  lesbians  don’t 
get  AIDS  unless  they  were  ‘bad’  or  ‘not  real’ 
lesbians,  that  is,  shot  drugs  or  fucked  around 
with  men.  That’s  what  the  government 
would  have  us  believe  but  it  isn’t  so,  and 
we’re  talking  about  a  “window  of 
opportunity”  of  13  years. 

That  reminds  me  too,  that  we’d  wanted  to 
talk  about  testing  in  the  context  of  the 
lesbian  baby  boom. 

Joan:  Yes,  with  the  whole  lesbian  baby 
boom  scene.  There  are  a  number  of  HIV 
issues  related  to  it  that  I’m  not  sure  are  being 
thought  about.  I  haven't  really  heard  them 
talked  about  except  at  one  forum  both  you 
and  I  attended.  We  heard  one  woman  talk 
about  her  decision  not  to  be  tested  even  with 
an  active  sexual  history  with  women  and 
men,  though  she  expected  her  gay  male 
donor  to  be  tested. 

There  were  two  points  that  she  made.  One 
was  that  the  last  time  the  guy  had  been  tested 
was  I  think  six  months  before  she  was 
inseminated.  Someone  asked  her  if  she  had 
considered  follow-up  testing  at  all.  And  she 
said  no  because  she  trusted  him.  That  was 
her  big  thing,  that  she  trusted  him.  And  that’s 
that  whole  clean-dirty  thing. 

Marea:  Yes,  it’s  the  belief  that  if  someone 
is  a  friend  you  can  trust  them. 

Joan:  And  trust  doesn't  drive  the  virus 
away! 

Marea:  Right.  There  are  surprises  and 
maybe  unforeseen  surprises.  We've  seen  it. 
Both  of  us. 

Joan:  The  other  thing  that  she  talked 
about  was  that  in  her  deciding  not  to  get 
tested  herself  she  had  evaluated  her  history 
and  decided  her  risks  were  low. 

Marea:  That  just  really  blew  me  away 
because  she’s  about  to  have  a  child  and  we 
are  just  inundated  with  issues  and  stories  of 
women  who  are  positive  having  their 
children,  though  the  CDC  recommends — 
one  of  the  few  cases  where  the  government 
comes  down  not  really  pro-choice,  its  more 
an  abortion-favored  stance — the  CDC 
recommends  physicians  advise  HTV  positive 
women  to  abort!  Still.  Even  with  a  30 
percent  chance  the  fetus/infant  will,  in  fact, 
turn  out  positive  and  with  aplomb  she  went 
ahead  without  testing  and  luckily  the  baby 
was  fine.  It  was  a  very  complicated  decision, 
I  am  sure,  but  my  question  would  be,  “Why 
not  get  tested  just  to  make  sure  you’re 
negative  or  just  to  allow  for  a  more  informed 
decision  about  the  insemination?  Perhaps 
especially  if  you  expect  your  partner  to  do 
so?” 

1  shudder  to  think,  if  she  had  indeed 
delivered  a  child  whose  own  antibodies  were 
positive,  how  devastating  that  would  be  to 
everyone  concerned,  given  a  decision  to 
forego  testing  and  the  care  she  took  with  her 
donor  to  limit  that  potential,  and  the 
assumption  that  she  was  negative. 

Joan:  I  know  there  is  a  lot  of  discussion 
about  getting  HIV  negative  sperm  and 
getting  sperm  from  North  Dakota  and  all 
this. 


Marea:  As  if  there’s  no  HIV  in  North 
Dakota. 

Joan:  Yes,  there’s  this  effort  to  go  to  areas 
where  there  are  lower  rates  and  testing  the 
donors  but  there  is  not  a  lot  of  thought  about 
testing  the  women,  the  prospective  mothers. 

Marea:  Unless  they  are  from  high 
incidence  areas  and/or  women  of  color. 

It’s  chilling  because  women  are  and  will 
be  the  fastest  growing  number  of  new  cases 
now.  These  outdated,  never-really-based-in- 
fact,  attitudes  that  women  are  immune,  that 
lesbians  are  immune,  that  white  people  are 
immune,  are  extremely  dangerous. 

There  are  all  kinds  of  reasons  people  test 
positive  and  lesbians  and  bisexual  women  do 
all  kinds  of  things!  Identity  doesn’t  make 
you  safe. 

Joan:  Especially  in  light  of  what  seems  to 
be  coming  up  more  and  more  too.  Many 
women  openly  identify  as  lesbians  and  also 
have  sex  with  men. 

Marea:  Or  also  have  drug  or  alcohol 
histories  which  entail  unsafe  sexual 
behaviors  or  blood  contact. 

Joan:  Yes  and  I  was  just  thinking  it’s  only 
been  three  months  for  me,  it  seems  like 
much  longer.  But  the  testing  experience  has 
stayed  on  my  mind  and  how  very  little  I’ve 
heard  about  the  experiences  that  lesbians 
have  had  with  it.  How  that  led  us  to  do  this, 
to  throw  issues  out  on  the  table,  into  GCN 
and  hopefully  stir  up  some  thought  among 
women  whether  they  want  to  test  and  how 
they  might  do  that  in  a  way  that’s  safe  for 
them. 

Marea:  And  what  some  of  the 
ramifications  would  be.  We  are  two  negative 
dykes  in  the  AIDS  field  and  it  may  not  be 
safe  for  positive  lesbians  to  come  out  like 
this,  publicly.  This  kind  of  discussion,  to  my 
mind,  hasn’t  been  happening.  Everyone  has 
been  discussing  what  safer  sex  might  be  for 
women  with  women  and  is  it  necessary.  Or 
why  are  lesbians  doing  AIDS  work  anyway 
(still)?  Those  are  very  important  discussions, 
but  so  are  those  about  testing  and  what 
ramifications  it  has  for  all  of  us  whether  we 
are  negative,  positive,  worried  well, 
diagnosed  or  in  limbo.  □ 

©1991  Marc*  Murray  and  Joan  Sully 
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California  Republican  Party  has  become.” 

Bray  said  Wilson  had  indicated  he  would 
vote  for  AB101  during  his  gubernatorial 
campaign,  thereby  securing  votes  from  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  “I  think  this  is  a  betrayal  of 
national  proportions,"  Bray  said,  referring  to 
the  precedent-setting  position  California  often 
takes  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  California 
would  have  been  the  most  populous  state  with 
a  gay  rights  law;  currently,  only  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  Wisconsin  and  Hawaii  have 
such  legislation. 

According  to  Alan  Lofaso,  of  the  Lobby  for 
Individual  Freedom  of  Expression,  the  group 
lesbian  and  gay  group  that  spearheaded  the 
drive  for  AB101,  a  veto  override  would  be 
impossible.  He  said  sights  are  now  set  on 
putting  the  measure  on  the  ballot,  but  is 
unsure  if  enough  money  can  be  raised  to 
launch  such  a  campaign.  He  put  the  figure  at 
$3-5  million  and  said  the  soonest  it  could 
appear  as  an  initiative  would  be  November  of 
1992.  Meanwhile,  the  bill’s  backers  in  the 
legislature  are  vowing  to  put  it  on  the 
governor’s  desk  every  year.  Assemblyperson 
Terry  Friedman,  the  bill’s  author,  told  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  the  veto  was  “a  victory 
for  bigotry.” 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  the  state  say 
they  will  continue  to  target  Wilson  and  zap 
him  at  as  many  public  appearances  as 
possible.  “If  he  can’t  make  a  coherent  speech, 
it’s  going  to  hurt  his  chances  [at  re-election]," 
said  Queer  Nation’s  Liz  Friedman,  adding  that 
the  betrayal  gay  men  and  lesbians  feel  will  not 
be  forgotten.  "People  remember  Anita 
Bryant’s  name,"  Friedman  said,  “and  now  I 
think  he’s  in  her  league.” 

— filed  from  Boston 


Continued  from  page  3 


trainings  and  corporate  policies],  and  it’s 
very  important  [for  us]  to  reinforce  that 
positive  work.” 

New  York  Mayor  David  Dinkins  added, 
“We’ve  learned  what  a  valuable  contribution 
gay  men  and  lesbians  make  to  the  daily  life 
and  business  of  New  York.  It’s  time  for 
private  companies  to  learn  this  message  and 
profit  from  it  too.” 

Oitical  participants  noted  that 
representatives  from  many  New  York  City 
employers  did  not  attend.  As  one  panelist 
quipped,  “Where  are  the  retailers?"  Others 
questioned  the  absence  of  investment  banks, 
financial  services  and  the  entertainment, 
publishing,  and  garment  industries — all 
major  corporate  employers  on  Wall  Street 
and  in  the  Big  Apple.  Outsiders  questioned 
the  absence  of  gay  and  lesbian  labor  union 
groups.  □ 


A  benefit  for  Community  Servings, 
Boston's  hot  delivered  meals  program 
for  people  living  with  AIDS 


v^e 


SUNDAY, 

OCTOBER  6,  1991, 
l:OOPM 

At  Cyclorama  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont 
Street,  Boston 

A  brunch  and  picnic  basket 
auction  followed  by  two-step 
dancing 

$25.00 

for  Brunch,  Auction  and  Tea  Dance 

$7.00 

for  Tea  Dance  only  -  4pm 

For  tickets  call  Community  Servings, 
330-9630.  Tickets  also  available  at 
Bostix  and  all  TicketMaster  outlets, 
800-382-8080 


Sweet  Honey  In  The  Rock 


Friday,  November  8  at  8pm  •  Symphony  Hall 

301  Mass  Avenue,  Boston 

Tickets  $22,  $19,  $15  available  at  the  Box  Office  617/  266-1200  also  at  Arborway  Video  (JP),  Newbury  Comics 
(Harvard  Square),  Skippy  White's  (Boston/Cambridge),  Wood  and  Strings  (Arlington) 

CHARGE  BY  PHONE 

SymphonyCharge  617/  266-1200  Ticket  Master  617/  931-2000 


1991  VETERANS  DAY  WALK  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
10,728  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VETERANS  WITH  AIDS 

TIME:  11:00  AM 

DATE:  November  11, 1991-  Veterans  Day 
MEETING  PLACE:  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

Money  raised  will  be  used  to  open  an  AIDS  prevention 
storefront  near  the  Pine  St.  Inn  with  a  primary  focus  on  our 
hundreds  of  veterans  who  are  HIV  positive  or  have  AIDS. 

For  walk  information  and 
pledge  sheet,  please  write  or  call: 

NATIONAL  AIDS  BRIGADE,  P.0.  BOX  201 
492  EAST  BROADWAY,  BOSTON,  MA 
02127  (617) 269-8236 


NEW  BOOKS  FROM  LEYLAND/GAY  SUNSHINE! 

J  LEATHERMEN  SPEAK  OUT:  An  Anthology  on 
Leathersex,  edited  by  Jack  Ricardo.  Fifty  leather  dads  and 
sons,  masters  and  slaves,  write  with  no  holds  barred  on  what 
it  means  to  be  a  leatherman  in  America  today  in  this  in-depth 
collection.  192pp.  $14.95. 

URBAN  ABORIGINALS:  A  Celebration  of  Leather- 
sexuality,  by  Geoff  Mains.  This  classic  volume — heralded  by 
The  Advocate  as  a  "Pioneering  book  with  groundbreaking  con¬ 
clusions" — is  finally  back  in  print  and  available  once  again! 
187pp.  $14.95. 

NAME  _ 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY  _  STATE  _  ZIP  _ 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  ORDER  $ _ 

7-1/4%  SAI.ES  TAX  (CAIJF.  RESIDENTS)  $ _ 

POSTAGE/HANDUNG  $2.00  PER  BOOK  S _ 

II J.USTRATED  CATALOG  OF  BOOKS  $1.00  $ _ 

GRAND  TOTAL  DUE  $ _ 

Please  wake  checks  payable  to  LEYLAND  PUBLICATIONS.  Send  to 
P.  O.  Box 410690.  San  Francisco.  CA  94141. 

Leatherwen  Speak  Out  and  Urban  Aboriginals  are  also 
available  from  Glad  Day  Books,  Boston. 


Brain  cells 
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would  not  be  surprised  if,  at  this  very 
moment,  some  scientist  somewhere  is 
studying  brains  of  deceased  Asian  peole  to 
see  if  they  have  an  enlarged  “math  region”  of 
the  brain. 

If  discrimination  is  not  rational  and  rarely 
needs  justification,  why  willingly  give  so 
much  authority  to  science  in  defining  the 
debate?  Scientific  findings  are  no  easy 
panacea  for  homophobia,  a  problem  that  can 
only  be  adressed  by  less  mysterious  and 
more  difficult  to  administer  political  and 
social  struggles. 

There  are  gay  people  who  think  LeVay’s 
study  is  totally  irrelevant  to  their  experience 
or  to  the  struggle  gay  and  lesbian  rights — 
and  believe  that  nondiscrimination  should  be 
based  on  moral  grounds,  not  biological 
grounds  (the  wording  is  actually  Gould’s, 
however).  They  feel  they  should  be  able  to 
choose  the  object  of  their  sexual  desire  in 
any  consensual  way  they  please,  as  others 
are  free  to  choose  the  vehicle  of  their 
spirituality  via  religion,  whichever  one  they 
choose. 

But  Jerry  Falwell  also  deems  the  study 
irrelevant;  to  him,  the  mind,  not  the  brain, 
has  to  do  with  homosexuality.  Of  course,  his 
agenda  is  different.  The  irony  of  an  uneasy 
alliance  (perhaps  “connection”  is  a  better 
word)  is  two-fold— between  gay  people  who 
believe  they  either  chose  their  sexuality  or 
those,  together  with  some  scientists  and 
scholars,  who  believe  sexuality  is  a  complex 
interactive  social  process — and  the  Falwells 
of  the  world. 

LeVay  attempts  to  be  an  impartial  scientist 
in  the  midst  of  the  furor.  “Various  things 
influence  people’s  view  of  any  work — their 
attitude  towards  psychology  and  biology  [in 
particular].  There  is  a  chasm  between  some 
psychologists  and  biologists  in  their  attitude 
toward  the  mind.  To  neurobiologists  like 
myself,  the  mind  is  just  the  brain  doing  its 
job,  just  functioning;  but  to  some 
psychologists  the  brain  is  the  seat  of  the 
mind  — just  nerve  cells  and  synapsis.”  But 
his  inspiration  for  the  study,  the  way  he 
experienced  his  own  sexuality,  reveals  that 
he  too  has  biases;  although  it  was  not  his 
intention,  his  study  was  doomed  to  ignore 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men  whose  experiences 
have  been  so  different  from  his.  They  have 
been  silenced.  □ 


Back  By  Popular  Demand  ! 

Meeting 
Men  and... 

In  The  1990's 
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Weeks,  Jeffrey.  Sexuality  and  Its  Discontents: 
Meanings,  Myths  and  Modern  Sexualities.  London: 
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Join  other  gay  men  for  a 
social,  supportive  and  fun  evening 
designed  to  help  you  meet 
the  men  you  want  to  meet  and 
have  the  kind  of  sex  you  want  to  have 
within  your  own  limits. 


Friday,  October  18th,  8  -  1 1  PM 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor, 
Boston 

Free  admission,  but  space  is  limited. 
To  reserve  a  space,  please  call 
(617)  437-6200,  ext.  499 


Transition 
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next  year  include:  incorporating  regular 
homophobia  workshops  for  shelter  staff,  and 
training  staff  to  conduct  homophobia 
workshops  with  residents;  hiring  a  part-time 
advocate  to  do  outreach  in  the  lesbian 
community  and  to  facilitate  a  support  group 
for  battered  lesbians;  training  staff  to  act  as 
legal  advocates  for  lesbians,  the  constant 
work  of  confronting  behavior  and  language 
in  the  shelter;  and  maintaining/updating  the 
referrals  for  lesbian/bi  callers  and  residents. 

The  idea  is  that  lesbian/bi  relationships  are 
the  same  as  all  others,  some  safe,  some 
dangerous.  A  battered  woman  is  a  battered 
woman,  and  the  focus  should  be  to  help  each 
woman  make  her  life  safe.  The  gender  of  the 
batterer  plays  into  the  dynamics  of  the 
relationship,  but  should  not  take  precedence 
over  the  battered  woman’s  right  to  safety. 
The  concerns  and  plans  of  the  Battered 
Lesbian  Committee  branch  into  and  are 
shared  by  other  committees  in  the  shelter; 
each  committee  is  successful  because  the 
collective  is  successful. 

And  there  is  more  good  news.  Transition 
House  (the  second  oldest  shelter  in  the 
country)  will  celebrate  its  15th  anniversary 
this  October  12.  The  event  marks  the 
premier  showing  of  the  shelter’s  new  video, 
produced  by  Wisebird  Productions  and 
Michelle  Gisser,  and  directed  by  Debra 
Granik.  There  will  be  refreshments  and 


readings  by  local  poets  Kate  Rushin,  Rosario 
Morales  and  Sharon  Cox,  and  of  course,  the 
showing  of  the  new  video.  The  event  is  free 
of  charge  and  open  to  all  supporters  of  the 
house.  It  is  co-sponsored  by  the  MIT 
Women's  Studies  Department  and  promises 
to  be  a  lot  of  fun.  □ 

The  Transition  House  15th  Anniversary 
celebration  will  be  held  Oct.  12  at  8  pm.,  at 
the  MIT  Student  Center,  Lobdell  Hall,  82 
Mass.  Ave  in  Cambridge.  The  building  is 
fully  wheelchair  accessible  and  the  evening's 
program  will  be  American  Sign  Language 
interpreted. 

Allison  Freeman  is  a  member  of  the 
Transition  House  collective. 

ACOH 

Continued  from  page  10 

Another  example  is  a  bitter  song  about 
right-wing  tyrants  and  their  long  reign  of 
power,  called  “So  Long.”  It’s  one  of  my 
favorites. 

We  love  who  we  love 

We  fuck  who  we  fuck 

and  when  it  comes  right  to  it  there’s 

nothing  they  can  do  about  it. 

They  only  last  so  long  and  then  they 
pass  away... 
they  only  last 
so  long. 

Rybeck’s  other  songs  touch  on  the 
institution  of  marriage  (mocking  the 
intensity  with  which  many  gay  rights 
activists  have  pursued  attaining  heterosexual 
privileges  and  poking  fun  at  liberal 
heterosexuals — “We’re  so  radical  we’re 
going  to  have  carrot  cake,”  quipped  one  of 
the  back-up  artists);  AIDS  and  the 
transformation  of  love  in  the  gay  male 
community  (“It’s  Risky”);  and  Stonewall 
itself,  in  a  song  written  by  Wes  McLarin, 
“Uprising  of  the  Queens.” 

Could  it  be  said  that  many  of  the  show’s 
fans  are  not  as  interested  in  the  political 
message  as  they  are  in  the  sexy  go-go  boys 
and  girls?  Maybe.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
combination.  Nonetheless,  the  songs  about 
sex  and  passion  definitely  received  the 
biggest  screams,  howls  and  wolf  whistles 
from  the  audience.  “Breathe  Deep” 
portrayed  Rybeck  as  a  “peeping  Tom” 
getting  off  on  dancer  Jack  Louth  while  he 
shaved  and  posed  in  an  imaginary  window. 
Another  favorite  of  the  crowd  seemed  to  be 

“Spiderman,”  sung  by  Rybeck  while  . 

contorted  his  body  in  ways  which  the 
audience  found  quite  remarkable.  And  one  of 
the  show’s  major  highlights  was  the 
infamous  Felice  Shays  belting  out  “Evil 
Gal,”  while  the  women  in  the  audience 
screamed  and  whistled  until  they  were 
hoarse. 

As  fabulous  as  Rybeck  is,  one  can’t  help 
but  wish  to  see  a  little  more  of  the  other 
talented  performers  on  stage.  Nancy  Asch  on 
drums  and  Lynn  Tibbets  on  horns,  were  both 
allowed  brief  solo  opportunities;  they  used 
them  well.  When  Felice  Shays  strutted  her 
stuff  with  go-go  dancer  Susan  Jarvis  in  tow 
the  audience  went  wild.  (In  fact,  at  recent 
performances,  Shays  and  fellow  back-up 
singer  Lynn  Brown  took  time  to  point  out 
the  dick-focused  nature  of  many  of  group’s 
songs  by  whipping  out  their  dildoes,  and 
Shays  led  the  audiences  in  a  girl  version  of 
Rybeck’s  “I’m  So  Hard  So  I’m  So  Easy,”  by 
hissing,  “I’m  so  wet  so  I’m  so  easy.”  Who 
could  resist  that?) 

The  cast  and  crew  clearly  devote 
enormous  energy  to  their  performances — 
and  each  group  of  performers  works  well 
with  one  another.  The  go-go  dancers  (Brian 
Washington  and  the  aforementioned  Louth 
and  Jarvis)  mix  and  match  their  wardrobe 
changes  throughout  the  act.  (All  wear 
various  sundry  gorgeous  attire,  but  it  is  the 
go-go  dancers  who  sashayed  out  in  mini¬ 
skirts,  garter  belts  and  wisps  of  lace, 
progressing,  as  the  evening  wears  on,  to  less 
and  less  apparel.)  All  the  singers  (Rybeck, 
with  Brown,  Shays  and  Scott  Madden  on 
backup  vocals)  seemed  to  have  worked  on 
their  breathing  and  staying  power,  and 
reached  for  the  higher  notes  with  a  measure 
of  serenity.  And  the  band  (Tibbets,  Asch, 
Dana  Moser  and  Danny  Schultz),  who  wear 
outfits  ranging  from  turquoise  tulle  to 
fabulous  ’60s  dresses  to  leather  pants,  are 
consistently  good.  From  one  performance  to 
the  next,  one  can  see  the  difference;  it  is 
obvious  that  all  concerned  have  worked  hard 
on  honing  their  skills.  The  raw  edge  hasn’t 
been  softened,  but  clearly  everyone  is  more 
confident 

ACOH  is  all  at  once  frolicsome  and  very 
hot,  dangerous  and  moving,  honest  and 
daring.  Are  queers  looking  for  another 
opportunity  to  laugh,  get  turned  on,  get 
pissed,  grieve  and  ogle — all  in  a  space  of 
minutes?  Judging  from  the  sold-out  spaces 
that  ACOH  has  been  playing  to,  one  could 
guess  that  we  are.  □ 
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New  Jewish  Agenda 

invites  you  to  join  us! 


Carrying  it  on: 


A  National  Conference 
Organizing  against  anti-semitism 

AND  RACISM  FOR  JEWISH  ACTIVISTS 
AND  COLLEGE  STUDENTS 


November  8-10,  1991 

Sheraton  University 
City  Hotel,  Philadelphia 

Speakers  include:  Evelyn  Beck,  Julian  Bond, 
Gordon  Fellman,  Ira  Grupper,  Marjorie  Hill, 
Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz,  Irena  Klepfisz,  Yuri 
Kochiyama,  Marwan  Kreidie,  Daniel  Levitas, 
Chaia  Lehrer,  Lois  Levine,  Grace  Faley 

Reduced  rates  for  early  registraion 

(pre-October  18,1991) 


NJA  64  Fulton  #1100  NYC  10038  (212)  227-5885 


SCHULMAN 

reads  from  her  new  novel  Empathy 
to  benefit  Gay  Community  News 

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER  12,  1991 
8:00  PM 


Harvard  University,  Emerson  Hall,  Rm  105 

$6  admission  or  FREE 

with  the  purchase  of  a  one  year 
subscription  to  GCN  at  the  door. 

Co-sponsored  by  Lesbian.  Alumnae  of  RadcIilTc  College 

ASL  interpreted  •  Handicap  Accessible 

For  further  information,  call  (Pi  7)  426-446*) 
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A  National  Conference  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Organizing  and  Skills  Building 

November  9-11,  1991 

Old  Colony  Inn,  Alexandria,  Virginia 


PLENARY  HIGHLIGHTS 


FORCE  POLICY  INSTITU 

■i.  ;  ■  ,  .  .  '  ; ' 

Pre-Conference  Intensives 

November  7,  1991 

Campus  Organizing  Institi 

November  8,  1991 

People  of  Color  Organizing  Institute 
Diversity  Training  Institute 


Mario  Solis-Marichy  Co-Chair,  Latino(a)  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  (LLEGO) 
AIDS  Activist  Panel:  "Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here?" 

Featuring: 

David  Barr ,  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis 

Saundra  Johnson,  Chicago  Women's  AIDS  Project 

Larry  Kramer ,  co-founder.  ACT-UPINY  and  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis 

Jean  McGuire,  former  executive  director,  AIDS  Action  Council 

Reggie  Williams,  National  Task  Force  on  AIDS  Prevention/National 

Association  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
J  ewe  lie  Gomez,  writer,  poet  and  activist 
Minnie  Bruce  Pratt,  poet,  essayist  atul  teacher 


PLUS 

*  More  than  60  Workshops 

•  Fundraising  Track 

*  Networking  Sessions 

■  Low  Early  Bird 
Registration  Rates 

* Scholarships  Available 

•  And  Much,  Much  More  ! 


For  more  information,  contact  :  Creating  Change  1991,  NGLTF  Policy  Institute,  1734  14th  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009-4309  (202)  332-6483 
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Topular  Myths  About  AIDS:  *11 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


/VL  last  GQQU  tesf- 
uas  atiVe, 
so  X  can  continue, 
to  take.  £om&.  risks 
£ls  /©ng  ^  ~T 3 m 
not  unsafe.  t~oo 
many  times. 


FACT:  If  you’ve  been  having  unsafe  sex  and 
your  last  HIV  Test  result  was  negative,  that 
simply  means  you  were  lucky. 


Don't  use  this  result  as  an  excuse  to  continue 
unsafe  behavior.  Use  it  as  an  incentive  to  practice 
safer  sex  from  now  on. 

Your  luck  may  run  out. 

Sqfer  Sex,  Testing,  and  Early  Treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  l\fe, 

and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90s. 


AIDS  ACTION  Hotline  (617)  536-7733.  or 
HIV  K* -source  Library  4378-6200.  ext.  432 


Hus  ad  paid  for  by  AIDS  Action  Committee 
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YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


TALKING  PERSONALS 


1-900-646-4646 

Everywhere  $2/min. 


VISA  OR  MC-HAVE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  READY! 

1-800-669-DATE 

$2/min  +50«  service  charge  per  call-Touch-Tone  phone  required 


Gay  owned  and  operated.  More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  1803 
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HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 


Personals 

Confessions 

Fantasies 


1  -900-FUN- 


1  -900-884-2288 


S2  min 


ONE-TO-ONE 

VOICEMAIL 
PERSONALS  TOO! 

1-900 

776-0069 


©NEN,  Inc.,  1991  SI  .95  min 


Personals 


Volunteers 


Services 


Midwest  GWF  seeks  Pen  Pals,  New  England  area 
for  friendship,  possible  visits.  All  replies 
answered.  Let's  be  friends.  GCN  Box  190  (15) 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


PHUCK  MY  PHACE 

Total  oral  slut  GM  looking  phor  lunchtime 
adventures  in  Boston's  South  End/Back 
Bay/Downtown.  Photos/phones  answered  phirst. 
GCN  Box  800 


Gay  man — kind,  honest,  witty,  out — looking  for 
same  for  monogamous  relationship.  I'm  31  and 
spend  lots  of  time  swimming,  reading,  writing, 
going  to  museums,  listening  to  music — especially 
Beethoven,  Bart 5k,  Coltraine  and  contemporary 
experimentalists.  I'm  a  vegetarian,  my  politics  to 
the  left,  and  I'm  active  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  To  me,  the  only  important  part  of 
your  ethnicity  and  religion  is  that  you're  proud  of 
them.  Idiosyncrasies  are  highly  encouraged.  Your 
response  will  surely  beget  mine.  GCN  Box  901 . 


L/COUPLE  39+ 

living  on  the  North  Shore  would  like  to  meet  new 
friends  for  light  and  easy  socializing,  informal  get 
togethers,  pot  luck  dinners,  etc.  Also  interested  in 
learning  about  any  local  area  social  groups.  No 
causes,  no  drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth, 
easy  going  people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We 
would  like  to  meet  the  same.  GCN  Box  968  (12) 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 

German  GM,  new  in  town,  seeks  real  Mends  for 
talking,  listening,  movies,  dining,  fun  and  other 
social  events.  I  am  33, 6T",  brown  hair  and 
moustache.  Call  262-1297 


W/M  34  Brown  hair,  eyes,  6'  4"  185  lbs,  witty, 
clean,  funloving.  Seeks  correspondence  for 
Mendship  and  companion  to  fight  loneliness  of 
prison.  If  you  are  willing  to  try  a  longshot,  you'll 
never  find  a  more  true  Mend.  No  games,  empty 
promises.  Just  me.  Jeff  McGann,  052263/1370, 
33123  Oil  Well  Rd.,  Charlotte  Correctional 
Institution,  Punta  Gorda  Florida  33955.  (11) 


NEW  GIRL  IN  TOWN 

Even  though  I've  been  in  Boston  a  year,  I  still  feel 
like  I'm  new  in  town.  Body  builder  type  who 
sometimes  wishes  she  had  no  politics  but  can't 
help  being  socially  aware  seeks  cute  leatherdyke 
who  knows  who  she  is,  what  she  wants  and  is 
able  to  play.  GCN  009  (12) 


DOWN-TO-EARTH  MAN  SEEKS  SAME 

Once,  I  was  bored  and  constantly  complained 
about  never  meeting  men.  Now  I  meet  plenty  of 
men,  each  more  screwed  up  and  desperate  than 
the  next.  I  lay  in  bed  at  night  and  pray  for  some 
stable  guy  with  a  sense  of  humor  and  to  come  and 
rescue  me  from  my  interesting  yet  psychotic  love 
life.  GCN  Box  1130.  (11) 


Announcements 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


G/U  IMMIGRANTS 

Grad  student  wants  to  interview  you  for  oral 
history  project.  Two  one-hour  interviews, 
confidential.  Pre-1980  arrival  best.  Please  call! 
Lori  576-1604  (13) 


CATS  ARENICE 

But  try  “Wry  Rats  (Wry  Not?)”  Clean,  quiet, 
intelligent,  lovable,  gentle  and  easy  to  care  for. 
Wonderful  pets.  Babies  available  now.  Home 
bred,  hand  raised.  508-877-3292.  (11) 


Help  Wanted 


VOLUNTEER  COORDINATOR 

for  AIDS/meals  program.  Experience  in 
recruiting,  training  a  must.  Community 
organizing  experience  in  Roxbury,  Dorechester, 
Mattapan  preferred.  Bi-lingual  preferred. 
$30,000.  F/T,  potential  for  job  share.  Send  resume 
by  10/18/91  to  Exec.  Director,  Community 
Servings,  One  Lincoln  Plaza,  Suite  310,  Boston 
02111.  (12) 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


The  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  is  seeking 
volunteers  to  give  a  break  to  someone  who  cares 
for  an  adult  or  child  with  HIV.  Approximately  4 
hours  a  week.  Call  Laura  Derman  at  437-6200 
ext.  233  (12) 

We  want 
you  to  look 
at  pictures 
and  come. 

I  mean,  we  want  you  to 
come  and  look  at  pictures. 
GCN  needs  someone  to  file 
photographs.  Sign  up  for 
your  private  viewing  now. 
You  won't  believe  we  let 
you  do  this  for  free. 

Call  GCN  at  426-4469. 


Services 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25  (,  business  ads  35 1 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non -business: 

$6  for  1  st  25  words;  250  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35e  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADINQ 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch,  inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 


CATEGORY 

□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

$ 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

n 

FOR  SALE 

l_l 

$ 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

$ 

□ 

SERVICES 

□ 

RIDES 

s 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ . _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


IT’S  GETTING  COLD,  MEN... 

Tried  it  all  to  find  Mr.  Right?  Not  yet...Call  RMC 
(617)  848-0027.  We  want  to  introduce  you  to  the 
men  you  want  to  meet.  (14) 


•  IrrMvmtiAL  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

Coput  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


FOREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 


u,< 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 
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Roommates 


try  GCffS 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


TWO  NICE  GIRLS 

and  their  charming  cals  seek  groovy  dyke  to  share 
our  veggie,  easygoing  houshold.  Sunny,  political, 
close  to  T  and  bicycle  path.  We're  chatty, 
independent  dykes  in  a  communicative  home. 
Sound  like  you'd  fit  in?  Call  524-2952.  Rent  is  a 
low,  low  $216+. 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including 
utilities.  665-6082  (10) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LFs  seek  3rd.  Beautiful  3  bedroom  apt  Porch, 
washer  and  dryer,  wood  floors.  5  min  walk  to  T, 
green  line  and  pond.  $316  plus  utilities.  524- 
867Z  (9) 


QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT 
COOP 

We’re  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friendly  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 


EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs, 
minimum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$366+,  643-2426. 


JAMAICA  PLAIN-ROOMMATE 

seeking  roommate  for  large  comfortable  house 
near  orange  line  and  Arboretum.  Good 
atmosphere,  friendly,  quiet,  great  house — new 
kitchen,  bath,  deck,  yard  and  parking.  $350 
includes  all  expenses.  522-6723  (13) 


Join  our  happy  house  tucked  away  in  the  woods 
near  a  lake.  3  men  and  cat.  South  Reading  area 
just  15  minutes  from  Boston  $367.  246-1905  (14) 


BEAUTIFUL  JAMAICA  PLAIN  APT 

BiF  looking  for  woman  roommate  to  share 
beautiful,  spacious  pondside  two  bedroom 
apartment.  Off  street  parking,  yard,  W/D,  $425+ 
util.  Avail.  Oct.  1 .  522-4904,  Liz.  (1 3) 


Framingham  convienent  location — Amethyst 
household  looking  for  mature  lesbian  female  to 
share  apt.  $350  per  month  includes  all.  Call 
Ginny  (508)  820-4354.  (15) 


Apartments 


SOMERVILLE,  WEST 

2  bedrm  apt  w/  off  st.  parking,  W/D  and  wall  to 
wall  $685  +  util,  (gas)  628-3028  (13) 


ROMANTIC  FOUAGE  GETAWAY 

in  mountains.  Very  private  log  home  2bedroom 
and  loft,  fieldstone  fireplace,  hot  tub/sun  room, 
VCR,  near  golfing,  an  tiquing,  hiking  sleeps  6. 
Weekend  $250,  weekly  >550.  Call  Marc  267- 
4966.  (12) 


REVERE  BEACH 

(Off  shirley  avc.)  3  rm.  apt.,  on  top  floor  of  secure 
3  family.  Yard,  parking,  porch,  near  beach,  and  T. 
$400/mo.,  no  utilities,  284-4952  (12) 


MEDFORD 

Mod.  1  BR.  Liv/Din  Mod  K  .  Nr  T.  Pkg  and 
more.  Owner  occupied.  Available  1  Md  396-8122 

(12) 


Movers 


Appleton  Moving  Company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V19J9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Job  Sought 


WANTED 

mature,  serious  but  lighthearted  female 
singer — coming  back  into  music  would  like  to 
team  up  w/piano  player  or  group  for  nightclub, 
hotel  type  of  gigs — call  (508)  281-3156.  Leave 
message.  (13) 


PROFESSIONAL 

Mature,  dependable,  hardworking,  flexible 
generalist,  early  40s,  M.A.  degree,  presently  in 
human  services,  seeks  position  with  interesting, 
friendly,  committed  staff,  26K+,  in  any 
professional  field  in  Boston  area.  It’s  a  tough  job 
market.. .interview  me — you  won't  regret  it — I'm  a 
good  employee.  Circle  this  advert,  cut  it  out  of 
the  paper,  and  call  me  now:  (617)  666-0184  (1 3) 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


40?  OLDER?  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE?  Contact 
guys  from  Maine  to  D.C.  For  list,  $100  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept  G,  POB  2357, 
Princetown  NJ  08543.  (14) 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

- WOMEN'S  "REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81.  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF.  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELLOW 

*1973  PAGES 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico)  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  inlormation  for  all  US  Stales, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
lus  nationwide  resources  including 
eadquarlers  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mail  order  companies , 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ,  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN  Southern  Midwest  64  pages  AL. 
A Z.  AR,  FL.  GA,  KS.  KY.  LA.  MS,  MO.  NM,  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC.  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT.  DE,  DC,  ME,  MA,  NH.  OH, 
PA,  Rl.  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


COME  STUFF 
THE  PAPER 
FRIDAY  MIGHT 
AT  GCN.  CALL 
426-4469 
FOR  DETAILS 


For  Sale 


Provincetown  condo  for  sale  by  owner.  2 
bedrooms,  bay  view,  quiet  off  main  road.  Best 
offer.  Call  (617)  235-7705  nights.  (10) 


Vacations 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  not  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vacation 
choicel  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (v,19j.l6) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

PRISONERS  WANTED  for  an  anthology  of 
male  sex  in  prison.  To  participate  in  survey, 
write:  Ricardo,  4417  SW  66th  Ter.  Davie,  FI 
33314.  GCN  does  not  know  details  about 
the  survey. 


Black  gay  male,  muscular,  250  lbs., 
currently  incarcerated,  getting  out.  Seeks 
gay  male  for  love  and  companionship. 
Michael  McKenna,  91-B-998  Elmira  Corr. 
FA.  Elmira,  NY,  PO  Box  500, 14902 


I'm  currently  serving  12  years  and  I'd  like  to 
have  a  nice  relationship  with  a  very,  very 
attractive  man.  I'm  23  years  old  and  have 
long  br.  hair  and  big  br.  eyes,  I  play  only  the 
female  role.  I  have  a  photo  for  a  photo  and 
would  love  to  correspond.  Jerry  Ingram, 
#89904,  Diagnostic  Unit,  8000  West  7th 
Ave,  Pine  Bluff,  Arz.  71603 


Good  looking  25  year  old  male  looking  to 
meet  dominate  male  for  friendship  and 
possible  love.  I'm  5'H"  with  blonde  hair  and 
blue  eyes  and  very  lonely.  Vemon  parker, 
#96072,  N.T.  C.-D4,  Box  479,  Burgin,  Ky 
40310 


Lonely  GWM  36  black  hair  5'H",  baby 
face,  green  and  hazel  eyes  needs  to  hear 
from  anyone  out  there  or  in  prison,  all 
letters  welcome.  Love  swimming,  running, 
music,  dancing,  cooking,  love  pets,  working 
out.  I'm  gay  and  lonely,  would  love  to  hear 
from  anyone.  Bobby  Saylor,  #85161,  K.S.P. 
Box  128,  Eddyville,  KY  42038 

GWM,  27,  long  brown  hair,  grey  eyes,  5'6", 
130  lbs,  extremely  feminine  secure  in  who  I 
am.  I'm  a  damsel  in  distress,  seeking  knight 
in  shining  armor  to  love,  hold  and  build 
relationship  with:  no  games  and  no 
prisoners,  please.  Only  sincerely  seeking 
need  write,  will  answer  all,  ages  30-50, 
come  take  my  heart,  Adam  Osborn,  #40400 
P.O.  Box  2,  Lansing,  KS  66043 


Lonely  inmate  (soon  to  be  released)  would 
like  to  hear  from  anyone.  I'm  34  years  old, 
and  I  have  a  very  strong  interest  in 
NAMBLA.  David  B.  Tyler,  #R127-336,  PO 
Box  69,  London,  Ohio,  43140-0069 


Contained  in  a  close  management  cell. 
Lonely.  Scared.  Need  another  gay  male  to 
correspond  with.  No  games.  I  have  no 
family.  5'9",  168  lbs.,  brown  hair. 
Green/brown  eyes.  26  on  Dec.  7.  Photo  gets 
mine.  I  like  to  cross  dress.  Lovable,  kind, 
open  minded,  honest.  Friends  call  me 
Danielle.  Danny  Evans,  #090839,  PO  Box 
#824,  Charlotte  Correctional  Inst.  33123  Oil 
Well  Road,  Punt  a  Gorta,  FL  33955 


GM  very  athletic,  open,  honest  and  lonely. 
Looking  for  a  true  friendship  with  other 
gays.  Your  picture  gets  mine.  Parole  Dec., 
'92.  Please  write.  Donald  S.  Wiswall,  W- 
44842,  O.C.C.C.  1  Admin.  Road, 
Bridgewater,  MA.  02324 


I'm  a  20  year  old  gay  Native  American.  I'm 
very,  very  lonely  and  need  real  friends!  I 
would  like  to  write  to  someone  as  I'm  lonely 
and  scared!  Bless  you!  Steven  Thompson, 
#105229,  P.O.  Box  97,  McAlester,  Okla. 
74502 


A 


Live  here. 

M/F  needed  to  share  Independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  GM  in  mid-twenties.  Sunny, 
third  floor  apt.  Newly-renovated,  dean,  modern, 
secure.  5  minute  *alk  to  green  fine  and  #39  bus. 
Prefer  nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please  be 
responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $237.00, 
gas  heat.  Available  Immediately.  Call  Ed  or 
Andrew  524-7783,  leave  message. 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

Free  information  pack  on  women  and 
AIDS.  The  National  AIDS  Information 
Clearinghouse  has  developed  the 
Women  and  AIDS  information  Packet  in 
response  to  the  growing  need  for  info, 
about  women  and  AIDS.  The  packet  is 
free.  Write  to:  National  AIDS  Information 
Clearinghouse,  P.O.  Box  6003. 

Rockville,  MD,  20850. 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some  gay 
ladies  in  the  free  world  only  I  am  a  26  yr. 
old.  Black,  practicing  bisexual  female.  I 
support  any  cause  that  lights  for  equality 
and  justice.  Brenda  Bailey.  #3041-75.  Ky. 
Corr.  Inst,  for  women.  Pee- Wee  Valiev.  Ky. 

40056 _ ' 

Black  female,  dominant,  aggressive, 
feminine  and  passionate  seeks  bi  feminine 
lor  lasting  friendship.  Age.  race 
unimportant,  send  letters  and  stamped 
envelope  for  quick  reply  to  Mary  Jackson, 
#21564,  1497  Collins  Ave..  Mary  sville. 

Ohio  43040 


I  know  it’s  jolly,  I  know  it's  a  treat,  to  find  a 
rare  blond,  blue  eyed  boy  young  and  hung 
like  me.  I'm  into  art,  poetry,  photography, 
outdoors,  animals,  health,  fun,  music,  kinky 
sex  (smile)  honest,  open.  No  head  games 
please.  Mark  Davis,  #6984375,  2605  State 
Sl,  Salem,  OR  97310-0505 


I’m  a  GWM  (35),  quiet,  shy — not 
effeminate,  just  natural.  I  like  gardening, 
building,  playing  guitar,  meditation.  Want  to 
hear  from  other  GM  with  these  and  any 
other  interests.  Cannot  write  to  prisoners. 
Jeff  Zachary,  #892267,  Box  473/A-3-N, 
Westville,  IN.  46391 


I’m  a  lonely  boy  doing  hard  time  in  a 
depressing  and  downgrading  place,  and  am 
desperately  in  need  of  some  tender  loving 
care.  If  you're  a  sweetheart,  write  me; 
xoxox.  Gary  W.  Atkins,  #6234522,  2605 
State  St.  Salem,  Oregon  97310-0505 


WM,  35,  5'8",  170  lbs.  Brown  hair  and  eyes. 
Seeking  caring,  considerate,  sincere  person 
for  friendship  and  more  upon  release.  Will 
answer  all  letters.  John  Schaeffer  #192-204, 
P.O.  Box  45699  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699- 
0001 


Lonely  male,  36,  seeks  all  correspondence 
with  anyone  who  can  fill  this  lonely  void. 
Will  answer  all!  Gene  Kuhr  #238-198,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699-0001 


WGM  6’2",  200  lbs.  I  love  S/M,  horses, 
camping,  movies,  good  food,  dancing  and 
loving  nights  at  home.  I  am  a  florist  and 
love  flowers.  Please  write  about  what  you 
like  and  what  you  read.  No  games  please. 
John  Lowe  09194-074,  Upper  West  Unit, 
F.C.I.  9595  W.  Quincy  Ave,  Littleton,  CO 
80123 _ _ 

Handsome,  loving,  sincere  Black  male,  31, 
6'3",  205  lbs.,  muscular  and  healthy. 
Extremely  caring,  warm,  loyal  and 
romantic.  Earned  AA,  BA  while 
incarcerated,  positive  minded.  Bi,  but 
inexperienced.  Seeking  friendship, 
meaningful  correspondence.  Please  write! 
Michael  Brooks  #84-A-4087,  Box  1245 
Beacon,  NY  12508. 
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11  Friday,  Cambridge  ♦  Sarah  Schulman,  "What 
Ideals  Guide  Our  Actions?:  Lesbian/Gay  Survival 
in  the  Miserable  90s".  Part  of  Black  Rose  Lecture 
series.  MIT,  rm  54-100.  105  Mass.  Ave.  For  more 
info  524-1043,  437-9309.  12  Saturday,  Sarah 
Schulman  also  reads  from  her  new  novel, 

Empathy,  as  a  benefit  for  Gay  Community  News. 
See  ad  on  page  14  for  more  details. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged!  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings,  including  time,  date,  place,  and  a 
contact  person.  All  listings  must  be  typed. 
Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as 
space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the  617  area 
code,  and  cities  are  in  Massachusetts,  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

5  Saturday 

Cambridge  ♦  “A  Room  of  One's  Own"  at  the 
American  Repertory  Theater.  Presenting 
Eileen  Atkins  as  Virginia  Woolf.  Tickets  $17- 
$38  and  are  available  by  calling  the  A.R.T.  Box 
Office,  64  Brattle  St.  Info:547-8300. 

Cambridge  ♦  Sondheim  Cabaret  presented  by 
The  Harvard/Radcliffe  Performing  Artists'  AIDS 
Coalition.  8:30  p.m.  Dunster  House  Dining  Hall 
at  the  corner  of  Memorial  Drive  and 
Cowperwaite  St.  Tickets  $10,  $6  for  students. 
Info'  Josh  Young  266-7754  or  Jennifer  Giering 
493-2202. 

Waltham  ♦  “1991  Steps  to  Shelter"  10K  Walk. 
To  benefit  the  Support  Committee  for  Battered 
Women  891-0724. 

Providence  ♦  Teresa  Trull  Concert  following 
Take  Back  the  Night  march.  Brown  University, 
Alumni  Hall.  8:30pm.  $10  in  advance,  $15  at 
door.  For  more  info  (401 )  433-0560 

Cambridge  ♦  Adrienne  Rich  and  others 
reading  at  benefit  for  Bridges  magazine. 
Harvard  University,  Sanders  Theatre.  $10 
more  if/lessif.  7:30pm.  For  info  497-4037. 

6  Sunday 


Boston  ♦  LifeSavor:  A  benefit  for  Community 
Servings,  Boston's  hot  delivered  meals 
program  for  people  living  with  AIDS. 
Cyclorama  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  539 
Tremont  St.  1pm.  $25  for  brunch  and  Tea 
Dance,  $7  for  Tea  Dance  only.  For  more  info 
330-9630. 

Charleton  ♦  Book  Reception/Celebration 
Sancara  Gold  by  Fire.  2-5  p.m.  Tree  of  Life 
Studios.  Old  Worcester  Road  off  Rte.  20.  No 
charge.  Info:  (508)  248-7010. 

Danvers  ♦  Annual  Auction  sponsored  by  The 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  3  pm 
at  the  Unitarian  Universalist  North  Shore 
Church,  323  Locust  St.  $3  admission.  Info; 
(508)  745-3848. 

New  York  City  ♦  Julie  Wilson  legendary 
songstress  will  appear  in  concert  to  benefit  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center  of  New 
York.  7:30  at  the  Center,  208  W  13th  St. 
Tickets  $25.  Info  (212)  260-5652. 

Attleboro  ♦  Tiboro  Triangles  sponsor  nature 
hike  and  picnic  at  Blue  Hills.  Leave  from 
Triboro  Plaza,  Rober  Toner  Blvd,  N.  Attleboro. 
10am.  All  welcome.  For  more  info  call  The 
Center,  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Adrienne  Rich  booksigning. 
Rare  appearance  to  celebrate  her  new  book. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  2:30-4pm.  For  more 
info  876-5310. 

7  Monday 

Boston  ♦  “Coming  Out  in  the  Workplace".  The 
Committee  on  Les/Gay/Bi  Issues,  NASW 
invites  interested  social  workers  and  social 
work  students  to  this  discussion.  7pm.  For 
more  info  and  carpooling,  Meryl  964-3448. 

8  Tuesday 


Boston  ♦  “Intro  to  Boston  for  Lesbains  and 
Gay  Men".  Two-hour  class  describing  Boston's 
vital  les/gay  community.  $21.  6-8pm.  For  info 
and  to  register,  BCAE,  267-4430. 

9  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Liberation  Astrology  sponsored 
by  The  Women’s  School.  7:00-9:30pm  at  the 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  from  10/9- 
11/3.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Exploring  the  Expressive  Body: 
A  Movement  Group  for  Women  sponsored  by 
the  Women's  School.  8:15-10:00p.m.  at  the 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  from  10/9- 
11/20.  Info:  354-8807. 

1 0  Thursday 

Chicago  ♦  Living  in  Leather  VI.  Conference 
sponsored  by  National  Leather  Assoc.  10/10- 
10/14  For  more  info,  NLA  P.O.  Box  17463, 
Seattle  WA,  (206)  789-8990. 

Portland  ME  ♦  “Bias  Crime"  sponsored  by  The 
Matlovich  Society,  with  Michael  Chitwood: 
Chief  of  Police,  City  of  Portland,  7:30  p.m. 

1 1  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  Sarah  Schulman,  "What  Ideals 
Guide  Our  Actions?:  Les/Gay  Survival  in  the 
Miserable  90s".  Part  of  Black  Rose  Lecture 
series.  MIT,  rm  54-100.  105  Mass.  Ave.  For 
more  info  524-1043,  437-9309. 

1  2  Saturday 

Cambridge  ♦  Sarah  Schulman  reading  at 
Emerson  Hall,  Harvard  University.  8:00  p.m. 
Benefit  for  Gay  Community  news.  Info:  497- 
4037. 

Provincetown  ♦  Columbus  Day  Weekend 
Singles  Tea  for  HIV+  sponsored  by  the 
Provincetown  Positive/PWA  Coalition.  3:30- 
6:30  pm  at  St.  Marys  of  the  Harbor,  519 
Commercial  St. 

Boston  ♦  “Coming  Out  Professionally" 
sponsored  by  the  New  England  Association  of 
Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Psychologists.  10 
a.m.-12  p.m.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  room 
203.  Info:  Bianca  Murphey  969-2500. 

1 3  Sunday 

Cambridge  ♦  Doris  Grumback  booksigning.  In 
her  only  Boston  appearance  to  celebrate  her 
new  book.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.  Wheelchair  accessible.  2:30- 
4:00p.m.  Info:  876-5310 

Boston  ♦  "The  Struggle  for  Positive  Change  in 
Haiti"  by  Hon.  Jean  Geneus  at  The  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  Community  Church  Center, 
565  Boylston  St.  11  a.m. 

Boston  ♦  The  Leonard  Bernstein  Memorial 
Concert  to  benefit  the  American  Foundation  for 
AIDS  Research,  the  Pediatric  AIDS 
Foundation  and  Boston's  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  8  p.m.  at  Jordan  Hall,  the  New 
England  Conservatory.  Tickets  $75,  60,  and 
40  with  a  limited  number  of  $10  seats  available 
for  students.  Info:  536-2412. 

14  Monday 

North  Attleboro  ♦  March  for  Human  Rights 
sponsored  by  Neighbors  Against  Bigotry.  The 
march  will  start  at  Mason  Field  at  10  am  and 
finish  at  Hayward  Field. 

16  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  “Macumba”  (1981)  a  film 
directed  by  Elfi  Mikesch  and  sponsored  by 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Studies  at  MIT.  9  p.m.  Rm 
66-110.  Info:  253-3599. 

1 7  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Hal  Russel/NRG  Ensemble  an 
evening  of  Jazz  at  the  ICA  Theater  8  p.m. 
Tickets  $10  and  $8.  Info:  266-5153  on 
weekends. 

Boston  ♦  “U.S.  Immigration  Law:  Lesbian,  Gay 
and  HIV  Issues"  Forum  sponsored  by  GLAD.  7 
p.m.,  Berklee  College  of  Music,  1140  Boylston 
St.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL  interpreted. 
Info:  Craig  426-1350. 

18  Friday 

Provincetown  ♦  “...On  the  Other  Hand" 
performance/installation  by  Lori  Meserve  at 
New  East  End  Gallery,  432  Commercial  St. 
Reception  opening  night.  Info:  (508)  371-0864. 

Somerville  ♦  “Steppin1  Out  on  Broadway’ 
Country/Western  dance  for  gays,  lesbians, 


bisexuals  and  friends.  8  p.m.  dance  lesson, 
Admission  $5,  9-12.  880  Broadway.  Info:  623- 
9532. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles. 
Lockers  and  showers  complimentary.  10  a.m. 
Also:  Tues.  12:15  p.m.  at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45 
p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group. 
Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate 
Saturdays.  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St. 
1 1am-1 2:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New 
England.  4  to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  6:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on 
Cambridge  Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m. 
Tuesdays,  and  on  other  systems;  check  your 
listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse. 
Musical  entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's 
Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  $5  suggested 
donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team. 
Coached  workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities. 
10:15  at  Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed 
767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth 
(BAGLY)  prop-ln  Center.  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin.  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4 
p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m. 
Info:  Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-761 2. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6 
p.m.;  volleyball  6  p.m.  til  dark.  $1.  Info:  Steph 
625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  227- 
5794. 

Provincetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service. 
5:30  p.m.  96  Bradford  St.  (PTown  AIDS 
Support  Grp.).  Pot  luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508) 
487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near 
Gov't  Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1600AM.  10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center, 
140  Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's 
and  Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every 
Monday  at  AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations 
required.  6  p.m.  AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437- 
6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First 
Parish  Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30, 
hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A 
support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned 
others  dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7- 
8:30  p.m.  (508)755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with 
HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann 
O'Rourke  694-0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant 
on  events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m. 
Cambridge  CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode 
Island  Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other 
areas:  check  listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call 
for  meeting  place  (401)  461-4191 . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean 
and  Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open 
to  anyone  facing  chronic  or  life-threatening 
illness.  Pos.  C&S  8  to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living 
with  HIV  and  dealing  with  subst.  abuse  issues. 


N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19  Pleasant  St.  (508) 
283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354- 
8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  tho  People"  —  with 
feminist  Sheila  Parks.  WMF0  91.5FM.  7-9a.m. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men 
and  Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St. 
7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals. 
No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art, 
Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266- 
0628. 

Boston  ♦  The  In-Town  Group,  a  leads  referral 
group  of  Gay,  Lesbain,  and  Gay-friendly 
companies.  Meetings  at  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  7:30-9:30am.  for  info  Marc,  262- 
2400. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L 
Business  Owners  and  Supporters  of  the 
Community.  7:30  to  9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  Registration  required: 
Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC 
Hyde  Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m. 
Info:  Janice  326-1600  x350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth 
(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  New  persons'  meeting  6p.m.; 
women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30; 
general  meeting  7:30p.m.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 
chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All 
welcome.  Frontier.  19  Peart  St.  7  to  10  p.m. 
(413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area 
G/L  Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for 
youths  22  and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United 
Congregational  Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to 
9  p.m.  (508)  755-0005. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group 
of  age  25+,  but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293- 
SI  83  or  Dave  294-0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are 
in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed 
meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 
drop-in  group  for  women  who  have  been 
raped.  492-FtAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  -  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and 
support  provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140 
Clarendon  St.  7th  fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451- 
9003. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  Coffee  Night.  7 
to  9:30  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian 
social  and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603) 
749-5852. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center, 
140  Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition 
Weekly  Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St. 
Peer  led.  (508)  487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social 
hour.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and 
Intersquad  Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr 
Bos.  rink.  Info:  John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395- 
4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party. 
Come  stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make 
new  friends.  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426- 
4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m. 
236-1012. 
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Ottinger’s  work 

An  interview  with  German  filmmaker  Ulrike  Ottinger 


By  Laura  Pierce 

he  work  of  German  filmmaker  Ulrike 
Ottinger  is  finally  beginning  to  be 
available  here  in  the  U.S.  The  Brattle 
Theatre  in  Cambridge  will  screen  Ottinger’s 
epic  1989  film  Johanna  D’Arc  of  Mongolia 
on  Tuseday,  Oct.  15.  Multicultural,  avant 
garde,  and  feminist,  Ottinger’s  work  will 
appeal  especially  to  lesbian  audiences 
because  of  the  centrality  of  women  and  their 
relationships  across  cultural  boundaries. 

Last  January,  GCN  spoke  with  Ottinger 
briefly  about  her  films.  She  was  hesitant  to 
discuss  her  artistic  work,  apparently  because 
of  language  barriers,  as  well  as  a  desire  to  let 
her  work  speak  for  itself.  She  did  answer 
questions  about  reception  of  her  work  and 
her  future  plans. 

GCN:  How  do  you  work  on  your 
films?  Do  you  actually  write  up 
the  dialogue  before  hand,  or  do 
you  develop  it  with  your  actors? 

Ulrike  Ottinger:  In  the  last  moment.  It’s 
torture.  I  am  tortured  always  before  anything 
is  talked  about.  But  normally  everything  is 
finished  and  then  I  work  with  the  actors.  I 
work  with  friends  and  we  talk. 

How  do  you  identify  yourself?  Do 
you  consider  yourself  primarily 
an  avant-garde  filmmaker,  a 
feminist  filmmaker,  or  a  lesbian 
filmmaker? 

I  don’t  like  these  definitions  too  much.  Of 
course,  this  is  always  a  part  of  my  work,  but 
not  the  whole  thing. 

You  are  very  popular  in  the 
United  States  with  lesbian 
audiences. 

Yes,  but  not  only.  Also  a  lot  of  other 
people  interested  in  art  and  interested  in  new 
forms  of  cinema  are  really  interested  in  my 
films,  so  my  public  is  quite  mixed.  I  think  it 
is  important  not  to  have  this  separation.  I  like 
mixed  audiences  so  you  can  have  your 
private  life,  but  you  can  enjoy  everything  and 
be  together  with  all  types  of  people.  If  you 
are  reduced  under  lesbian  filmmaker  or 
Black  filmmaker  or  Indian  filmmaker,  this  is 
only  one  part.  There  are  a  lot  of  Black 
filmmakers  interested  in  absolutely  different 


Johanna  D'Arc  of  Mongolia 
things,  and  the  same  is  true  for  lesbians.  I 
don’t  like  this  system.  Sometimes  it’s 
important  politically  to  be  powerful  and  do 
something. 

Are  there  certain  German 
filmmakers  whose  work  you  feel 
resembles  yours? 

Of  course  I  have  my  friends  and  we  have 
some  similar  issues,  but  mainly  we 
commiserate  about  the  problems  of  financing 
our  films. 

Have  you  had  extreme  difficulty 
getting  funding? 

It’s  terrible  to  tiy  and  finance  films  that  are 
not  in  the  mainstream.  I  can  get  funding  to  do 
documentaries,  but  people  are  less  interested 
in  funding  these  “glamorous  films.”  When 
they  give  money,  they  want  to  choose  the 
actors.  And  they  do  not  choose  actors  who 


are  good  for  the  film,  they  choose  famous 
actors  only.  You  can  see  in  my  films  there  is 
always  a  wonderful  casting.  I  work  with 
fantastic  famous  actors,  and  absolutely 
unknown  actors,  who  are  also  fantastic.  I 
think  my  technique  is  very  unusual. 

Has  it  become  increasingly 
difficult  to  find  funding  for  your 
films  in  Germany? 

It  depends.  If  you  go  in  the  mainstream, 
you  can  find  money  easily,  but  if  you  like  to 
follow  your  own  ideas.... 

What  projects  are  you  currently 
planning? 

I  have  three  projects  ongoing  because  of 
the  difficulties  of  financing.  I  have  had  to  put 
off  projects.  For  one  project,  also  located  in 
Mongolia,  I  have  already  waited  one  and  a 
half  years.  I  want  to  film  in  the  Far 


Northeast,  near  to  Manchuria  and  the  Russian 
border.  An  interesting  tribe  lives  there,  with 
reindeer,  and  they  have  a  wonderful  old 
tradition  of  epics  and  fairytales.  I  want  to  do 
a  film  where  they  tell  and  play  these 
fairytales  among  themselves,  and  it  will  be  a 
kind  of  1001  Nights  of  this  tribe  in  this 
region. 

I  also  want  to  do  a  documentary  of  Jewish 
emigration  to  Shanghair  in  the  early  ’30s  to 
the  early  ’40s.  There  were  a  lot  of  people 
going  at  the  last  minute  because  it  was  the 
last  port  opai.  Many,  many  people  took  this 
route,  some  on  the  Trans-Siberian,  and  there 
are  crazy  stories. 

I  have  met  a  lot  of  people  in  Beijing,  and 
some  in  San  Francisco,  of  the  so-called  “old 
Shanghai-er.”  One  woman  started  from 
Berlin  in  1939  or  1940 — quite  late — and  it 
was  the  last  place  to  go.  When  I  was  in 
China,  I  was  looking  for  documentary 
information.  It  was  difficult,  but  I  found 
some  really  interesting  material. 

Then  I  have  a  big  project  in  New  York.  I 
am  very  interested  in  this  theme  of  nomadism 
and  refugees.  I  think  it  is  also  very  urgent.  I 
want  to  do  a  thriller  around  this  in  New 
York-of  course  not  this  type  of  Hollywood 
thriller  where  you  exclude  all  the  important 
things.  For  years  I  have  been  tied  up  with  my 
projects  in  China,  but  I  am  looking  forward 
to  spending  time  doing  research  and  working 
here  in  the  States. 

How  do  you  feel  toward  feminist 
film  theorists  and  having  your 
films  analyzed? 

In  the  beginning,  I  was  irritated  about  it. 
With  time,  I  have  started  to  understand,  it 
must  not  absolutely  have  so  much  to  do  with 
my  films,  it  is  quite  removed.  Sometimes  it  is 
really  interesting,  and  other  times  not  so;  my 
film  is  only  used  to  explain  the  theory. 
Sometimes  theorists  understand  part  of  my 
work  very  well,  but  I  have  never  seen  a  text 
that  was  looking  at  all  the  different  aspects. 
But  I  do  not  expect  this,  art  work  is 
something  quite  different.  Q 

The  Brattle  Theatre  is  located  at  40  Brattle 
St.,  Harvard  Sq.,  Cambridge.  For  further 
information  call  (617)  876-6837. 
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INTO  THE  HABIT 
OF  SAVING 
WITH  A  HOME  «« 
SUBSCRIPTION  TO 


□  1  year  (49  issues)  $39 

□  1  year ,  instltututlonal  $55 

□  2  year  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  Issues)  $95 
L 1 6  months  (25  issues  )  $25 
CJ  6  months,  low  Income  $14 


State 


Zlp. 


□  New  Subscription  U  Renewal 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 

Acct.0: _ 


Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount:  $_ 


Signature: _ 

□  I  am  interested  in  GCN'*  Sustainer 
Program  (pledging  $120+/year) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  tree 

sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 

order  to  GCN  tor  $ _ 


□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to 

my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  tubtcriptloni,  add  50%  payable  with  a 
postal  money  ordor.  GCN's  subscription  rates 
are  (or  within  the  U  S.  APO  4  FPO.  Amounts 
received  In  excess  ol  the  subscription  price  will 
be  considered  donations  GCN  Is  published  by 
the  non  profit ,  tax  exempt  Brom field  Street 
Educational  Foundation 


Help  us  spread  the  word  by  sending  a 
complimentary  copy  of  GCN  te: 

Name _ 


Address. 

City _ 

State _ 


-Zip. 


THANKS  TO 

C  Q  u  □ 
0  A  Q  E 


AN  EVENING  OF  FOOD  & 
FRIVOLITY  TO  BENEFIT 
THE  CAMPAIGNS  OF 
MICHAEL  CRONIN  & 

DAVID  SCONDRAS 

-  TUESDAY  |  OCTOBER  1 5 

-  CLUB  CAFE  |  6:30  PM  —  8:30  PM 

-  $25  ADVANCE  |  $30  AT  THE  DOOR 

-  INFORMATION  |  CALL  267-2141 


FEATURING: 


►  SINGER  WENDY  SOBEL 

>■  RANDY  ALLEN  as  BETTE  DAVIS 

►  LILY  PONS  as  SANDRA 
BERNHARD 

►  CANDIDATE  ROAST 

►  TASTY SNACKS 

►  SURPRISE  GUESTS 
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